
ON RIM SEASONAL
TIRE SWAP

Hwy 3, Carman, MB   I   204.745.2057  I   carmanford.ca

$19.99
Oct. 1st - Nov. 30thYou can’t do it at home for this cheap!

PKF Lawyers, Manitoba’s law firm. Providing 

trustworthy, expert, real-world results since 1924. 

Ready to serve today, tomorrow, always. pkflawyers.com
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STANDARD  PHOTO BY DIANE COHOE 
Boyne Regional Library volunteers Doreen Dick and Lorraine Moncado assemble packages of knitted and crocheted squares that will 

later be joined into cozy afghans. Once completed, the blankets are donated to Carman Palliative Care to bring warmth and comfort 

to those in need. See story on pg. 3.

Stitching for comfortStitching for comfort
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OON NOVEMBER 11TTH,, WE REMEMBER

Memorial Hall Offices 
will be closed on Tuesday, November 11, 2025, 

for Remembrance Day!

carmandufferin.com

By E. Antonio
An acclaimed artist with roots in the 

Carman area continues to share his 
work across North America.

Victor Klassen was born and raised 
on a farm near Carman and has built 
a career around woodcarving and 
acrylic painting from his home in 
Mexico, where he moved in 1984.

“Mexico is very conducive to art,” 
Klassen said. “I moved there many 
years ago just for its hospitable artist-
ry, and I got my artistic ground being 
there.”

Over the past four decades, Klas-
sen’s sculptures have appeared in 
exhibits across Canada and Mexico. 
Most recently, approximately 50 piec-
es were shown at the Canadian Men-
nonite University Art Gallery in Win-
nipeg in a showcase that wrapped up 
Oct. 25.

His love for woodcarving began 
with a piece of driftwood he found 
near Moose Lake, Man.

“It had developed such interesting 
patterns,” he said. “I started to get 
lost in the wood’s intriguing design 
and became passionate about bring-
ing this piece of wood to life.”

Klassen says the wood itself guides 

his creative direction, shaping the 
forms and stories he reveals.

“There is so much I feel when I 
am working with wood,” he said. 
“It’s like I am communicating with 
a source of life with a story who has 
gone on for millions of years. I do my 

best to follow the wood. I let it tell me 
where I should carve.”

His carvings range from miniature 
pieces to sculptures more than eight 
feet tall. He primarily works with 
ash, Mexican tropical red cedar and 
oak—often selecting trees that are be-
ginning to rot. He gathers wood from 
the forested area behind his home or 
purchases it from local suppliers.

Each sculpture can take anywhere 
from a few days to several years to 
complete.

“I often get lost in time when I am 
carving,” he said. “But it’s seeking the 
wisdom and beauty of the wood that 
keeps me going each day.”

Klassen shapes his pieces using 

small chainsaws, hand chisels and 
grinders, sanding and fi nishing them 
with oil or varnish.

In recent years, his focus has shift-
ed more toward acrylic painting. He 
now creates colourful, abstract works 
that feature prominently in his cur-
rent exhibitions.

Going forward, he hopes to continue 
creating art as long as he can.

“It brings me joy,” he said. “It makes 
my life feel complete.”

Anyone interested in purchasing 
one of Klassen’s pieces will need to 
visit Mexico, where his work is avail-
able through his permanent galleries.

STANDARD PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Sculptural wood pieces by artist Victor Klassen, whose work blends organic form 

with natural grain. Klassen was raised near Carman and now lives and works in 

Mexico.

Acrylic painting by artist Victor Klassen, whose current work focuses on colourful, 

abstract forms.

Victor Klassen, a woodcarver and 

acrylic painter who grew up in Carman, 

now lives in Mexico where he lives out 

his dreams as an artist.

How a local artists listens to nature’s story
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Shoe Repair

WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
YOUR FAMILY FOOTWARE STORE

WINKLER, MB • Ph: 325-5538
Service & Selection Guaranteed

Company charges welcome (must be arranged ahead of time) GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday 9:30am to 4:00 pm
325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire

KEEP YOUR FEET COZY & WARM!KEEP YOUR FEET COZY & WARM!
CLARKSCLARKS MEN & WOMENS MEN & WOMENS 

COLD PACK COLD PACK 
ICE GRIP SHOESICE GRIP SHOES

25% OFF25% OFF

25% OFF25% OFF

20% OFF20% OFF

25% OFF25% OFF

25% OFF25% OFF

25% OFF25% OFF

NEX GRIP CSA NEX GRIP CSA 
WORKBOOTS ICE GRIPWORKBOOTS ICE GRIP

WRANGLER WRANGLER 
JEAN JACKETS JEAN JACKETS 
& SHACKETS & SHACKETS 

NATS WINTER BOOTS NATS WINTER BOOTS 
MITTS & GLOVESMITTS & GLOVES

KIDS WESTERN KIDS WESTERN 
BOOTSBOOTS

25111GE1

By Lana Meier
Two of Boyne Regional Library’s 

dedicated volunteers, Doreen Dick 
and Lorraine Moncado, are putting 
their talents to work one square at a 
time.

The pair recently spent an afternoon 
assembling packages of knitted and 
crocheted squares, which will later be 
joined together to create cozy afghans 
for those in need. Once all the square 
bundles are prepared, the library will 
be seeking additional volunteers to 
help stitch them into 5-by-7-square 
afghans.

Each completed blanket is donated 
to Carman Palliative Care, off ering 

warmth and comfort to patients and 
families during diffi  cult times.

Library director Diane Cohoe said 
the project continues to bring the 
community together through gener-
osity and creativity.

“We’re so grateful to everyone who 
has donated squares, yarn and time 
to help keep this wonderful commu-
nity project going,” Cohoe said. “Ev-
ery piece that’s contributed helps us 
create something that brings warmth 
and comfort to others.”

The library continues to accept dona-
tions of knitted or crocheted squares 
and wool throughout the year.

STANDARD  PHOTO BY DIANE COHOE 
Volunteers help keep a heartwarming community project alive at Boyne Regional 

Library, organizing knitted and crocheted squares that will be stitched together 

into afghans for Carman Palliative Care patients.

Volunteers stitch together comfort for palliative care patients

By Lana Meier
A 47-year-old man has died fol-

lowing a single-vehicle rollover in 
the Rural Municipality of Victoria 
on Oct. 30.

At about 4:05 p.m., Treherne 
RCMP received a report of a crash 
on Road 40 North near Road 71 
West. When offi  cers arrived, emer-
gency medical services were al-
ready on scene performing CPR 
on the driver, who was the lone oc-
cupant of the vehicle. He was pro-

nounced dead a short time later.
Investigators determined the man 

had been travelling westbound 
on Road 40 North when his grain 
truck began to drift into the ditch 
on the right-hand side. He overcor-
rected in an attempt to regain con-
trol, causing the truck to fl ip.

RCMP said the truck was not 
equipped with seatbelts.

Treherne RCMP and an RCMP 
traffi  c analyst continue to investi-
gate the collision.

RCMP respond to fatal single vehicle rollover
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By Dennis Young
For more than two decades, Dr. Sul-

tan Baloo was a familiar face in Car-
man’s business and community life, 
serving as the community’s optom-
etrist and an active volunteer.

“I made Carman my home from Au-
gust 1975 to August 1996,” said Baloo, 
who was born and raised in Uganda, 
East Africa.

Before his move to Manitoba, Baloo 
developed a strong love for both 
sports and learning. “I participated 
in sports—particularly tennis, bad-
minton and table tennis,” he said. “I 
developed a love for photography at 
a very young age as well as a passion 
for reading.”

As a student, he worked several 
part-time jobs. “I was a mail sorter 
during the Christmas rush, worked 
for a university professor on a science 
project and gathered traffi  c statistics 
for the Motor Vehicle Branch,” he re-
called.

Baloo chose optometry as his profes-
sion. He left Uganda for the U.K. at 
the age of 16, completed his O- and 
A-levels and graduated in 1963. “Yes, 
I moved to Carman for my career,” he 
said, “but fi rst I worked in the U.K. 
for a year, then returned to Uganda 
and opened my own practice. Po-
litical upheaval forced me to leave 
in 1972 with my family to Canada. I 
spent two years at the University of 
Waterloo School of Optometry, which 
was a requirement to practise in Can-
ada, before graduating.”

During a visit to Winnipeg to see 
his sister, Baloo heard of a retirement 

opening in Carman. “In August of 
1975, I purchased Dr. Reid Cochran’s 
business,” he said.

Once settled, Baloo quickly im-
mersed himself in the community. 
“Soon we joined the Kinsmen, the 
Masons, the Chamber of Commerce 
and the Young Citizens Group (aver-
age age 70!),” he laughed. “I was also 
a Boyne Lodge board member for a 
year. I continued with my education 
courses to keep up with the ever-
changing profession.”

After more than two decades serv-
ing Carman, Baloo decided it was 
time for a change. “After 21 years 
practising in Canada and 10 in Ugan-
da, it was time to semi-retire,” he said. 
“My business was taken over by Dr. 
Doug Holroyd in August 1996, and 
we moved to Vancouver.”

Baloo met his wife, Roshi, in Ugan-
da, and the couple married in 1966. 
Together they raised two children. 
“Our son Moezin attended K-12 
and graduated from the Collegiate 
in 1987. After studying chiropractic 
in Minnesota, he is now in a group 
practice in Vancouver. Our daughter 
Shaliza graduated from Shaftesbury 
High School in Winnipeg in 1985 and 
she too works in Vancouver,” he said 
proudly.

Even after moving west, Baloo 
stayed active in his profession. “I 
joined a group practice and worked 
part-time until I fully retired in 2013,” 
he said.

These days, photography and video 
editing keep him busy. “I play table 
tennis with a group of seniors and 
walk regularly,” he said. “Lots of 
travel, too—all over the Eastern Af-
rican countries, South Africa, India, 
the Middle East, Portugal, Spain, Mo-
rocco, Cuba, Turkey, Greece, Mexico, 
Alaska and on Caribbean cruises.”

Now 88 years old, Baloo says his 
plans are simple. “It’s time to spend 
quiet time at home with family and 
friends, make short holiday trips 
within Canada and catch up on read-
ing.”

He and Roshi made an emotional 
and nostalgic return to Carman in 
2019. “The friendly nature of the townspeople was amazing,” he said. 

“From day one 
we were accept-
ed in the com-
munity. The eye 
care that I pro-
vided—not just 
to the people of 
Carman, but all 
the surrounding 
towns and vil-
lages—was ap-

preciated.”
“Fifty-three years ago, my wife, chil-

dren and I left all our possessions be-
hind in Uganda and made our way to 
Canada. Destiny was on our side. We 
settled down in the best country in the 
world—and to top it all off , the most 
welcoming and friendly town on the 
Prairies… Carman, Man.! Dare I say, 
the forced migration was a blessing in 
disguise.”

— Dr. Sultan Baloo

STANDARD PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Dr. Baloo now retired and living in Vancouver, still fondly recalls the warm 

welcome he and his family received when they arrived in Carman nearly 50 years 

ago. The Baloo family, left to right,  Shaliza, Roshi, Sultan and Moezin

Dr. Sultan Baloo practised optometry in Carman from 1975 to 1996. Pictured 

Roshi and Sultan Baloo in their offi  ce in 1996.

Where are they now? Catching up with Dr. Sultan Baloo
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By Patricia Barrett
Manitoba Hydro employees and contractors will 

be visiting homes and businesses over the next 12 
to 14 months to conduct a province-wide audit of 
natural gas meters and regulators.

The audit will take place in communities across 
Manitoba — both urban and rural — and will in-
clude about 90,000 residential and commercial cus-
tomers, the utility said.

If Hydro personnel need to enter a premises to in-
spect a meter, customers will not have to provide 
their names, account numbers or any other type of 
personal information. Personnel will also be dis-
playing a Manitoba Hydro identifi cation badge.

“Meters measure the volume of natural gas con-
sumed. Regulators control the pressure. The me-
ters and regulators may be located together, or in 
separate places outside or inside a residence or 
business,” said Manitoba Hydro in an Oct. 9 news 
release. “This audit is critical for the continued safe 
and reliable delivery of natural gas to our custom-
ers. It is a separate process from meter reading.”

In addition to their identifi cation badge, Manitoba 
Hydro employees and contractors will be wearing 
specifi c Hydro-branded high-visibility shirts or 
vests.

“The personnel will inspect natural gas meters 
and regulators if they are readily accessible, but if 
necessary, they will come to the door and ask to be 
directed to the gas meter and regulator,” states the 
release.

Customers should be aware that Manitoba Hydro 
employees or contractors performing this work will 
display their identifi cation, be working from sun-
rise to sunset (as adjusted to the season) and may 
also work later hours in rural areas, may ask to en-
ter a private residence or business for the purpose 
of auditing gas meters and regulators, and will not 
ask for names, account numbers or any other per-
sonal information.

Customers can contact Manitoba Hydro at 1-888-
624-9376 with any questions about the gas meter 
and regulator audit. PHOTO BY MANITOBA HYDRO 

A gas meter and regulator located outside a building.

Manitoba Hydro inspecting Natural Gas meters and regulators

By Haley Cvar
The Manitoba government has ac-

cepted all the recommendations in the 
fi nal report of the independent review 
of the Planning Amendment and City 
of Winnipeg Charter Amendment Act 
(Bill 37), announced Municipal and 
Northern Relations Minister Glen Si-
mard.

“The previous government’s chang-
es to the Municipal Planning Act were 
intended to squash local-community 
voices and centralize top-down con-
trol over municipal decisions,” Si-
mard said. “We don’t think local com-
munities should be dictated to by the 
provincial government. We believe 
municipalities should have the free-
dom to choose their own plan based 
on what’s best for their citizens.”

Simard said the review addresses 
criticisms raised by municipalities, 
and “builds on the work we’ve al-
ready done to reverse decisions made 
by the previous government. We look 
forward to working in partnership 
with municipalities to build a stron-
ger, more responsive planning sys-
tem.”

The review began in November 
2023 after the province introduced 
an amendment to The Planning Act 
that granted municipalities the right 
to opt-out of Plan 20-50, a regional 
growth plan for the Winnipeg Metro-
politan Region that many municipali-
ties outside Winnipeg opposed. Ac-
cording to the government’s notice, 
over 250 participants representing 
more than 95 municipalities, devel-
opment stakeholders and the public 

were involved in the consultation 
process.

The Association of Manitoba Mu-
nicipalities (AMM) welcomed the ta-
bling of the Statutory Review Report. 
“We look forward to the Manitoba 
government’s implementation plan 
and working together to strengthen 
Manitoba’s planning framework. It’s 
essential that any changes continue to 
respect local autonomy, as municipal 
councils are best positioned to make 
decisions that refl ect their communi-
ties’ priorities,” said AMM president 
Kathy Valentino.

The Association of Manitoba Bilin-
gual Municipalities (AMBM) also of-
fered support. “As trusted partners, 
we will continue to work closely to-
gether to plan for sustainable and in-
clusive growth, harnessing our prov-
ince’s unique bilingual advantage to 
strengthen our communities,” said 
AMBM president Ivan Normandeau. 
“We also underscore the importance 
of fully supporting municipal action 
and equipping municipalities … with 
the necessary tools to fulfi l their man-
dates in service of residents.”

Under Bill 37 (originally proclaimed 
May 20, 2021), key changes to the 
provincial planning framework in-
cluded new mandated timelines for 
planning decisions, expanded ap-
peal rights to the Manitoba Municipal 
Board, the establishment of regional 
planning mechanisms (including the 
Capital Planning Region), and steps 
to streamline development approvals 
and reduce red tape.

A government bulletin notes the re-
view aligns with the province’s com-
mitment to ensure local voices are 
respected and timelines for approvals 
are sped up. 

The next step will be for the prov-

ince to outline an implementation 
plan for the accepted recommenda-
tions — a process AMM said it looks 
forward to.

Province accepts all recommendations in planning review
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By Dennis Young
100 years ago — 1925: Interest grows 

in establishing a new curling rink at 
the Palace Livery Barn. Carmania 
special: Nielson’s Milk Chocolate, 
regular 25¢, now 15¢. A palm reader 
entertains guests at the Ryall Hotel. 
The Duff erin Agricultural Society re-
ports a net profi t of $4,022.68 for the 
year. A new Ford Touring Car sells 
for $625 at Porter’s Garage. Hallow-
een antics are cleaned up by students 
working alongside the constable.

75 years ago — 1950: Town council 
considers taking out a $50,000 de-
benture for improvements. Safeway 
ground beef is 55¢ a pound. New 
Method Tailors advertises repairs 
and alterations. The sixth annual Old 

Time Fiddlers’ Contest off ers $85 in 
prize money. Carman Frosted Foods 
rents meat lockers for $15.50 a year. 
Council discusses upgrades to the 
road north of the cement bridge to 
provide another exit from town.

50 years ago — 1975: See Norm King 
at A & M Soil for soil sampling. The 
Royal Bank opens its doors in Car-
man. Minor Hockey Association pres-
ident Frank McKinnon sets registra-
tion fees at $10 per player or $25 per 
family. The town receives a $12,000 
provincial grant toward CNR sta-
tion renovations. MTS raises rates by 
12.3 per cent. The SEMHL adds Pilot 
Mound to the league. Bert Klos moves 
Pethybridge’s South End Grocery to 
the west side of Skelton’s Hardware 

building. Elaine Jefkins is named 
president of the Ladies Section of the 
Duff erin Agricultural Society.

25 years ago — 2000: Chicken Chef 
staff  are robbed during a night depos-
it. The Active Living Centre surpasses 
$100,000 in fundraising. Parkland 
Interiors promotes Flo Form Coun-
tertops. The newly renovated and 
expanded Miami School celebrates 
its grand opening. Seventy-two stu-
dents participate in Take Our Kids to 
Work Day. The annual Mistletoe Ball 
features the Shriner’s Orchestra at the 
community hall. Duff erin Christian 
School students raise money to sup-
port an adopted orphan in India.

The way it was this week: November 5

By Lana Meier
Two local landmarks re-

ceived a touch of history this 
week as new interpretive signs 
were installed at the Duff erin 
Historical Museum.

The Boyne School and the 
Town Whistle, both cherished 
symbols of Carman’s past, 
now feature signage explain-
ing their origins and signifi -
cance. Visitors can learn how 
each piece played a role in the 
community’s development 
and daily life.

“The signs add another layer 
of storytelling to our museum 
grounds,” said museum vol-
unteer Dennis Young. “They 
help people understand not 
just what these artifacts are, 
but why they mattered to the 
people who lived here.”

Museum volunteers Mike 
Kippen, Dennis Young and 
Ted Wiebe helped oversee the 
installation.

Tours will resume next sum-
mer when the museum re-
opens for the season.

STANDARD PHOTO SUBMITTED
Pictured left to right: Mike Kippen, Dennis Young and Ted Wiebe with the newly installed 

signs in front of the town whistle at the Duff erin Historical Museum.

Historic landmarks gain new signs at Dufferin Museum



“And you will hear of wars and 
rumors of wars. See that you are not 
alarmed, for this must take place, but 
the end is not yet” (Matthew 24:6)

Remembrance Day
Each year on November 11, our 

nation takes time to celebrate our 
freedoms. We do that by remem-

lives at a time when the world 
was at war against aggressive 
take-over bids from one tyrant 
or another. We are truly thankful 
to those who sensed the danger 
our world was in, and who put 
their lives on the line so that our 
freedoms would not be lost. Tru-
ly, something to be thankful for!

Lasting Peace?
I’m sure I’m not alone in think-

ing that the peace enjoyed today 
is fragile, at best. For instance, we 
hear of a peace agreement in the 
Middle East and in a matter of 
days, military strikes are ordered 
on the accusation that the other 
party has not kept to the terms of 
the agreement. That’s an extreme 
example, but closer to home, 
how often do we hear our poli-
ticians hurl insults and innuendo 

-
cult to have peaceful discussions 
and debates.

The Reformation
The Reformation pointed us 

back to the message of true peace 
and reconciliation between God 
and man as found in the Bible. 
The Apostle Paul states it suc-
cinctly, “For if while we were 
enemies we were reconciled 
to God by the death of his Son, 
much more, now that we are rec-
onciled, shall we be saved by his 
life” (Romans 5:10). Peace with 
God is true and lasting peace be-
cause, “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and for-
ever” (Hebrews 13:8). We may 
live in peace since, “the peace of 
God, which surpasses all under-
standing, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 4:7). Jesus Himself 
promised, “And this gospel of 
the kingdom will be proclaimed 
throughout the whole world as a 
testimony to all nations, and then 
the end will come” (Matthew 
24:14). Go in God’s true peace.

Len Lodder, Canadian Re-
formed Church Carman East
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By Haley Cvar
The Rural Municipality of Grey 

council approved support for two 
RFNow fi bre optic expansion proj-
ects and awarded several community 
donations during its Oct. 15 regular 
meeting.

Council voted unanimously to en-
dorse RFNow’s plans to extend fi bre 
service along Roads 38W, 48N and 
49N, with the company responsible 
for locating all existing utilities before 
work begins.

Council also approved nearly 

$48,000 in community support fund-
ing under The Municipal Act. Lo-
cal organizations receiving grants 
include the Elm Creek Skating Rink, 
Elm Creek Cemetery, Elm Creek Stay 
N Play, St. Claude & Haywood Curl-
ing Rink, the RM of Grey Fire Depart-
ment, and several 4-H, library and 
community groups in Elm Creek and 
St. Claude.

Bo-Russ Contracting’s $22,631.25 
quote was accepted for water service 
upgrades for A. Kroeker and R. Fro-
ese. Safety and emergency coordina-

tor Micheline Painchaud was autho-
rized to attend a Workplace Safety 
and Health Committee course in Win-
nipeg on Nov. 14 at a cost of $195 plus 
expenses.

Council also received reports from 
public works, utilities and local ur-
ban districts in Elm Creek, Haywood 
and St. Claude, and entered a closed 
session to discuss a human resources 
matter.

The next regular meetings of council 
are scheduled for Nov. 5 at 7 p.m. and 
Nov. 19 at 9 a.m. in Elm Creek.

Grey council backs fibre expansion, community funding

By Haley Cvar
The Rural Municipality of Thomp-

son council met Oct. 9 to review fi nan-
cial statements, approve community 
grants and consider two land-use ap-
plications.

Council approved the 2024 audited 
fi nancial statements prepared by Sen-
sus Chartered Professional Accoun-
tants Ltd. and authorized the reeve 
and CAO to sign the documentation.

A total of $20,690 in third-quarter 
grants was awarded to local organiza-
tions, including $15,000 for the Miami 
Golf and Country Club, $1,400 for 
the Miami and Area Foundation, and 
$1,000 each for the Miami Arts Asso-
ciation and Dunston Church.

Council also approved two planning 
applications. A conditional use was 
granted to Westroc Colony Farms Ltd. 
to allow for an abattoir in an Agricul-

ture Restricted Zone, and a variation 
application was approved for two 
residential-related farm lots to reduce 
minimum site area and setback re-
quirements.

A development permit for tree re-
moval under zoning bylaw section 
29.10 was also approved, and council 
agreed to reimburse $110.16 to a resi-
dent for water used at the cenotaph 
grounds.

The municipality voted to terminate 
its existing mattress processing agree-
ment as it continues to explore options 
to divert mattresses from the landfi ll. 
Council also discussed potential ex-
pansion at the waste disposal grounds 
and possible equipment purchases to 
assist with mattress handling.

Council supported a resolution urg-
ing the province to increase the Mani-

toba Water Services Board’s annual 
capital budget from $24 million to 
$100 million beginning in 2026, citing 
the board’s critical role in supporting 
municipal water and wastewater proj-
ects.

IN OTHER COUNCIL NEWS:

  • Maple Park grass seeding 
planned this fall, with tree planting 
scheduled for next season.

• Fall cleanup set for Oct. 27.
• Updates received on grant feed-

back and the library recycle shed.
• Reeve Brian Callum reported on 

emergency management and trans-
portation correspondence.

• Councillor Travis Reichert pro-
vided reports from the Morden Vet 
District and Miami Fire and Rescue 
meetings.

Thompson approves financial statements, grants and zoning applications

Project seeks to make workplaces more inclusive spaces
By Ashleigh Viveiros

A project underway in the Pembi-
na Valley aims to make workplaces 
across Manitoba more inclusive spac-
es.

Empowering SMEs to Identify and 
Prevent Hate in the Workplace is be-
ing funded by Canadian Heritage 
through Regional Connection Inc.’s 
Manitoba Immigrant Employment 
Council (MBIEC) program.

“We’re developing tools and proce-
dures to improve fair hiring and en-
sure culturally safe responses to hate 
incidents,” said project consultant 
Dana Bergman, explaining the proj-
ect is aimed specifi cally at helping 
small and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) create more culturally safe 
workplaces.

Bergman is a familiar face in local 
immigration circles; she previously 
helped the Pembina Valley Local Im-
migration Partnership develop in-
clusivity resources for communities 
across the region.

Now she’s working on this project 
alongside a colleague in Ottawa. So 
far, they’ve worked through the fi rst 
two phases: the research phase to gain 
some insight into exactly what Mani-
toba businesses need and want when 
it comes to workplace supports, fol-
lowed by the development of the rel-
evant toolkits, procedures, and other 
resources.

“Our phase one was really around 
collecting information, knowledge 
gathering. What do people think and 
feel about their workplace integration 
experiences? From both sides, from 
the newcomer side as well as from 
the employer side,” Bergman shared. 
They received more than double the 
hoped-for responses, and held several 
focus groups to further fl esh out the 
needs.

“The great thing was that we had 
signifi cant feedback from employers. 
We had agriculture and manufactur-
ing and social services and educa-
tional services,” Bergman said. “There 

was a really broad response across all 
sectors.”

They then took all that information 
and used it to create practical toolkits 
and procedures companies can adapt 
to suit their specifi c needs.

“We’re talking about checklists, self-
refl ection checklists, and policy tem-
plates and memo templates and train-
ing outlines,” Bergman said. “We’ve 
created a very robust toolkit that ad-
dresses a large amount of the things 
that employers and newcomers felt 
that they were struggling with as they 
worked through the integration pro-
cess here in Manitoba and in Canada.”

“Racism might not be intentional,” 
noted Bisi Adebayo, the outreach 
& partnerships manager at MBIEC. 
“There are lots of policies, proce-
dures, processes in place at the work-
place, but most times we try to look 
away from racism and discrimination. 
We’re trying to point employers in 
this direction to have that support in 

Continued on page 8
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Dec. 14/25 - CLOSED UNTIL SPRING

Ph. 204-436-2600 Hwy. 2, Elm Creek

By E. Antonio
The Carman Duff erin Grey Planning 

District in partnership with Land-
mark Planning and Design hosted a 
public open house on Oct. 22 to allow 
community members to share opin-
ions and hear about upcoming plans 
and by-law changes. 

Brennan Johnson, planner, explained 
district development plans, and de-
tails on zoning by-law changes were 
shared for the town and municipali-
ties. The organization hosted three 
separate open houses –– Carman, Elm 
Creek, and St. Claude –– and in total, 
approximately 25 residents, landown-
ers and business owners attended the 
sessions.

“The update/review process is par-
tially a formality as regular reviews 

are required by the Province, but are 
also to accommodate the incorpora-
tion of the RM of Grey into the plan-
ning district since the adoption of 
the existing development plan and 
zoning by-laws,” Johnson said. “The 
majority of changes being made are 
related to formatting, moderniza-
tion, and creating a consolidated set 
of zoning categories that will apply 
district-wide rather than only in indi-
vidual municipalities.”

Johnson and senior planner, Andrei 
Friesen, attended on behalf of Land-
mark Planning and Design. Johnson 
noted the most common questions 
they received were in regard to land 
use and zoning permissions on indi-
vidual properties. Other questions 
were related to policy adoption time-

lines and the next steps.
“It is important to ensure that com-

munity members have an opportunity 
to provide input into how they would 
like to see their municipality or plan-
ning district grow and develop, un-
derstand what types of land uses they 
would like to see accommodated, and 
be able to support community goals 
through development plan policies 
and zoning regulations,” he said.

This was the second round of open 
houses after initial events took place 
in 2023. Feedback from previous ses-
sions helped make informed deci-
sions about the plans that were dis-
cussed in 2025.

“The purpose of the events held last 
week was to share the draft plans and 
demonstrate how earlier feedback 

has been considered, addressed, and 
incorporated into these documents,” 
Johnson added. “The updated docu-
ments will make it easier not only for 
the planning district and municipali-
ties to administer the development 
plan and zoning by-law, but will also 
make it easier for landowners to be 
able to read and interpret zoning reg-
ulations that apply to their properties 
to help them make decisions.”

All draft documents are available 
for public viewing on the Carman 
Duff erin Grey Planning District’s 
website, and comments, questions, or 
concerns can be submitted through an 
online survey at www.landmarkplan-
ning.ca/cdgplanningdistrictdevelop-
mentplanreview. 

Carman Dufferin Grey district reviews development changes

By Haley Cvar
The Rural Municipality of Duff erin 

council moved ahead on infrastruc-
ture and community safety items this 
fall, giving fi nal approval to a new 
camping and encampments bylaw 
and supporting funding applications 
for joint projects with the Town of 
Carman.

At its Sept. 16 regular meeting, 
council voted to apply to Manitoba’s 
Growth, Renewal and Opportuni-
ties (GRO) program to help fund a 
Carman-Duff erin fi re hall expansion, 
with Duff erin committing 25 per cent 
of the total cost and the province to 
cover up to half.

Reeve Cor Lodder said the project 
represents a key step in strengthening 
emergency response and supporting 
those who serve the community.

“This expansion will enhance our 
fi re hall to meet the growing needs of 
our dedicated staff  and provide op-
portunities for health and wellness 
care,” he said.

Council also approved two tile 
drainage projects for Oakridge Hold-
ings and an irrigation pipeline instal-
lation for Owen Potato Farm, aimed 
at improving agricultural water man-
agement. A water-line connection re-
quest from a local ratepayer was also 
approved.

Council further confi rmed PIER 
Solutions as construction manager 
for the Carman Concrete Bridge re-
habilitation — part of an ongoing in-
frastructure renewal eff ort — and re-
newed its snow-removal agreement 
with the Province of Manitoba for the 
2025–26 season.

Lodder said feedback from resi-
dents and partners about Duff erin’s 
forward-looking approach has been 
encouraging.

“It has been positive. Promoting a 
strategic growth plan is essential for 
generational planning,” he said.

The meeting also included discus-
sion on the Carman-Duff erin Airport 

Dufferin council focuses on safety, infrastructure at fall meetings

place and the tools and resources in 
place for them to be able to address it 
when anything comes up.”

The project is now looking for em-
ployers to partner with to roll out all 
these resources out and receive feed-
back.

“We’ve been reaching out to em-
ployers,” Bergen said, explaining 
their target was to work with at least 
fi ve SMEs (businesses with an em-
ployee base of under 500 workers). 

They’ve heard from several more 
than that already, including a few 
larger employers, and are keen to see 
what other interest is out there and 
how the project resources could po-
tentially be used by a wider number 
of businesses than originally expect-
ed.

Participating companies will receive 
an environmental scan by Bergman (a 

structured review of their current in-
clusion practices to identify strengths 
and opportunities for development), 
access to the toolkit resources, and 
one-on-one consultant support for 
things like toolkit customization, staff  
training, and implementation sup-
port. There is no cost to businesses to 
take part.

“I’m really excited to work with 
these employers,” Bergman said. “All 
of the support that I’m going to be 
giving them through the implemen-
tation phase is really customized to 
their needs.”

She encourages business owners 
or human resource leaders to reach 
out to her to learn more about how 
their company can get involved. 
Bergman can be contacted by email 
to                  danabergman28@gmail.
com or 204-324-4218.

expansion proposal, local recreation 
concerns, and various inter-munici-
pal reports.

At a special meeting on Oct. 14, 
council gave second and third read-
ings to By-law 2042, regulating camp-
ing, encampments and temporary 
shelters within the municipality. The 
bylaw is intended to promote resident 
safety and community well-being.

“A safe and beautiful community 
must have structure and livability 
guidelines for living,” Lodder said.

Council also approved the joint pur-
chase of a new fl oor scrubber for the 
Carman-Duff erin Arena at a cost of 
$7,895, with the old unit to be reas-
signed to the community hall. Fuel 
purchases will continue through 

DMM.
Lodder said such shared initiatives 

strengthen community connections.
“Team eff orts build a stronger and 

more vibrant community for all,” he 
said.

In addition, Duff erin council en-
dorsed a resolution urging the pro-
vincial government to increase the 
Manitoba Water Services Board’s an-
nual capital budget from $24 million 
to $100 million beginning in 2026, cit-
ing the growing need for rural water 
and wastewater infrastructure sup-
port.

“A more stable and eff ective plan-
ning system helps with economic 
development opportunities,” Lodder 
said.

 >  INCLUSIVE, FROM PG. 7
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Canadians trying to get help with 
their tax questions are still facing long 
wait times and receiving inaccurate 
guidance from the Canada Revenue 
Agency’s (CRA) call centres, accord-
ing to a new report from Canada’s au-
ditor general.

The performance audit, titled Cana-
da Revenue Agency Contact Centres 
and released Oct. 21, found that most 
callers could not get through to an 
agent within the agency’s own service 
standards, and that when they did, 
the information they received was of-
ten incomplete or incorrect.

“The Canada Revenue Agency has 
a duty to help individuals and busi-
nesses meet their tax obligations and 
access benefi ts,” auditor general Kar-
en Hogan said in a news release. “I 
am concerned that in spite of a new 
telephony system and other improve-
ments, Canadians are still waiting too 
long to get answers to their tax ques-
tions.”

The auditor general’s offi  ce exam-
ined eight CRA contact centres be-
tween February and May 2025 to 
assess how quickly agents were re-
sponding to calls and how accurate-
ly they were answering general tax, 
business tax, and benefi ts questions.

In the 2024-25 fi scal year, the CRA’s 
target was to answer 65 per cent of 
calls within 15 minutes or less. The 
audit found that only 18 per cent of 
callers reached an agent in that time-
frame. In June 2025, just 5 per cent 
of calls met the 15-minute standard. 
On average, callers waited about 31 
minutes to speak to someone, nearly 
double the wait time from the previ-
ous year.

The report also found that 12 per 
cent of taxpayers waited on hold for 
more than an hour. Of the roughly 32 
million calls made to CRA call cen-
tres in 2024-25, only about 10 million 
reached an agent. Roughly 8.6 mil-
lion calls were “defl ected,” meaning 
callers were diverted to online self-
service tools and not given the op-
tion to speak with a person. For the 
remaining calls, it is unclear how tax-
payers ultimately had their questions 
resolved.

The audit also highlighted issues 
with the accuracy of the information 
taxpayers received once they did get 
through. Responses to general indi-
vidual tax questions were accurate 
only 17 per cent of the time, meaning 
83 per cent of answers contained er-
rors or lacked necessary information. 
Responses to business tax and ben-
efi ts questions were accurate just over 
half the time.

“Canadians are trusting the Canada 
Revenue Agency to provide answers 
to their tax and benefi t questions that 

are accurate and complete,” the report 
states. “Errors in taxes and missed 
deadlines can be costly to taxpayers.”

Call centre staff  receive feedback 
from “quality evaluators” who review 
selected calls and provide written 
assessments. However, the auditor 
general found that these evaluations 
tended to focus more on meeting 
performance targets—such as call 
length—than on the accuracy or com-
pleteness of the information being 
provided. As a result, errors were of-
ten overlooked and not addressed in 
training or coaching.

The CRA’s artifi cial intelligence tool, 
known as Chatbot Charlie, also fell 
short. When auditors asked it six gen-
eral tax questions, Charlie provided 
accurate information only one-third 
of the time. The report noted that the 
chatbot provides only general guid-
ance and cannot assist with account-
specifi c inquiries.

The report recommends that the 
CRA improve staffi  ng levels at its call 
centres to reduce wait times, revise 
training and evaluation processes 
to prioritize accuracy, and refi ne the 
tools agents use to gather informa-
tion. It also recommends separating 
questions related to MyAccount—the 
agency’s online portal—from broader 
tax and benefi t inquiries to better di-
rect callers.

In its response, included in the audit 
fi ndings, the CRA said it is undertak-
ing service improvements and plans 
to transition to a new contact centre 
engagement platform in fall 2026. The 
agency said it has already begun re-
viewing processes and technology “to 
allow better alignment of resources 
and the reduction of wait times,” in-
cluding expanded use of artifi cial in-
telligence.

To improve the accuracy of informa-
tion provided to callers, the CRA said 
it will strengthen training and coach-

ing for call centre staff  and revise per-
formance evaluation frameworks “to 
ensure more focus on completeness 
and accuracy versus other evaluation 
criteria.”

The federal government has also 
announced new measures to sim-
plify tax fi ling for some Canadians. 
Beginning with the 2026 tax year, the 
CRA will introduce a pre-fi lled return 
option for about one million lower-
income Canadians with simple tax 
situations. The program is expected 
to expand to about 5.5 million people 
for the 2028 tax year.

In an Oct. 21 joint statement re-
sponding to the auditor general’s 
fi ndings, Minister of Finance and 
National Revenue Francois-Philippe 
Champagne and Secretary of State 
(CRA) Wayne Long said the agency is 

making progress.
“In early September, we directed 

the CRA to implement a 100-day Ser-
vice Improvement Plan designed to 
strengthen services, improve access, 
and reduce delays,” the statement 
said. “As we near the midpoint of 
this plan, we’re pleased to announce 
that it has already yielded signifi -
cant progress. Since September 8, the 
CRA has extended term contracts and 
hired more employees.”

The CRA said a quality monitoring 
program launched in 2024 is helping 
improve response accuracy. “This 
program has already led to signifi -
cant improvements in the accuracy 
of taxpayer-specifi c responses, which 
make up 80 per cent of all calls,” the 
ministers said.

OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL OF CANADA 
Canada’s auditor general found CRA agents providing a high percentage of inaccurate information. 

Auditor General says CRA’s service to taxpayers needs improvement
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By Haley Cvar
The Manitoba government has ex-

panded hospital capacity with 323 
fully staff ed beds since October 
2023 — including 10 new intensive 
care unit (ICU) beds this year — as 
part of eff orts to shorten emergency 
wait times and prepare for seasonal 
demand, Premier Wab Kinew an-
nounced Monday.

“After years of cuts it was critical we 
staff  up Manitoba’s health-care sys-
tem,” Kinew said. “With 3,400 more 
people working in health care, we’ve 
been able to open beds and boost ca-
pacity across the province. More beds 
in wards means less access block and 
lower wait times in the emergency 
room.”

Since April 2025, the province has 
opened and staff ed 10 new ICU beds 
— six at the Health Sciences Centre 

Children’s Hospital, two at St. Boni-
face Hospital and two at Grace Hos-
pital. Additional medicine, surgical 
and transitional-care beds have been 
added in Winnipeg, Brandon, Selkirk, 
Dauphin and Steinbach.

Health, Seniors and Long-Term Care 
Minister Uzoma Asagwara said the 
added capacity is helping hospitals 
prepare for the annual surge in respi-
ratory illnesses.

“Every fall and winter, we see how 
hard respiratory virus season hits our 
hospitals and in turn, the patients and 
staff  who rely on them,” Asagwara 
said. “When we came into offi  ce, the 
system was under real strain. But ev-
ery year, we’re entering this season 
stronger — with more staff ed beds, 
more nurses on the fl oor and a co-
ordinated plan to keep care moving 
when demand peaks.”

The province has also funded and 
staff ed 141 personal care home beds 
since taking offi  ce, with more under 
construction. Asagwara said those in-
vestments help improve patient fl ow 
by allowing individuals ready for dis-
charge to move into appropriate care 
settings, freeing up hospital beds for 
others.

The added capacity builds on last 
year’s expansion of more than 100 
acute-care beds ahead of the 2024 re-
spiratory virus season.

Manitoba’s chief provincial pub-
lic health offi  cer, Dr. Brent Roussin, 
said the province’s planning supports 
public-health measures aimed at re-
ducing the spread and severity of re-
spiratory viruses.

“Respiratory virus season is always 
a diffi  cult time for hospitals, fami-
lies and communities,” Roussin said. 

“The planning and investments made 
by the province strengthen our abil-
ity to respond. Manitobans can help 
reduce the spread of illness by stay-
ing home when sick, washing hands 
often and getting vaccinated against 
infl uenza and COVID-19.”

Flu and COVID-19 vaccines are 
available at medical clinics, ACCESS 
Centres, pharmacies, nursing stations 
and public-health sites across Manito-
ba. The province is also off ering free 
respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) vac-
cines to seniors aged 60 and older liv-
ing in long-term care homes and has 
launched a provincewide campaign 
encouraging all Manitobans to get 
vaccinated.

For a list of vaccination locations, 
visit manitoba.ca/respiratoryvirus-
es/vaccinefi nder.html.

Province adds 323 staffed hospital beds to boost capacity

By Lana Meier
The Manitoba government is cele-

brating World Teachers’ Day by open-
ing nominations for the 2025-26 Ex-
cellence in Education Awards, which 
recognize outstanding teachers and 
school leaders across the province.

“Educators play a vital role in shap-

ing the future of our children and 
our communities,” said Education 
and Early Childhood Learning Min-
ister Tracy Schmidt. “These awards 
honour the dedication, creativity and 
leadership of teachers and school 
leaders who go above and beyond to 

help students succeed.”
The awards celebrate exceptional 

contributions within Manitoba’s edu-
cation system and highlight the prov-
ince’s commitment to recognizing 
excellence in teaching and leadership. 
Nominations close Dec. 4, and recipi-
ents will be honoured at a ceremony 
in spring 2026.

Award categories include:
• Teaching Excellence Award
• Outstanding New Teacher Award
• Outstanding Team Collaboration 

Award
• Outstanding School Leader Award
• Premier’s Award for Excellence in 

Education
The premier’s award is chosen from 

nominees across the other four cat-
egories and honours those whose 
work has made a remarkable and far-
reaching impact on students and their 
school communities.

Eligible nominees must hold a val-
id, permanent Manitoba teaching 
certifi cate and work directly with 
kindergarten to Grade 12 students. 
School leaders must be principals or 
vice-principals. Nominations can be 
submitted by parents, guardians, stu-
dents, school trustees, teachers, or ad-
ministrators.

World Teachers’ Day, established 
by UNESCO and Education Interna-
tional, has been celebrated globally 
on Oct. 5 since 1994.

Nominations open for Excellence in Education Awards

Staff 
Public health offi  cials have identi-

fi ed new measles exposure sites in 
southern Manitoba, including four 
in Winkler. Anyone at these locations 
on the listed dates should monitor 
for symptoms and ensure their im-
munizations are up to date. The ex-
posure sites include Dairy Queen in 
Winkler on Oct. 24 (5–11 p.m.), Oct. 
25 (1–7 p.m.) and Oct. 28 (5–10 p.m.); 
the Boundary Trails Health Centre 
emergency department on Oct. 26 
(5:30–10:30 p.m.); Garden Valley Col-
legiate on Oct. 22–23 (8:45 a.m.–5:30 
p.m.); and Northlands Parkway Col-
legiate on Oct. 22 (8:45 a.m.–5:30 
p.m.). Those born in 1970 or later who 
are unvaccinated and have never had 
measles should receive the vaccine 

and reduce contact with others—es-
pecially those who are immunocom-
promised or unimmunized—from 
fi ve to 21 days after exposure. Infants 
under six months, pregnant women 
and people with weakened immune 
systems should contact a health pro-
vider for advice or preventive treat-
ment. Symptoms appear seven to 
21 days after exposure and include 
fever, cough, red eyes and a blotchy 
rash that spreads from the face down-
ward. Measles can cause serious com-
plications, including pneumonia and 
brain infl ammation. For more infor-
mation, visit gov.mb.ca/health/pub-
lichealth/diseases/measles.html or 
call Health Links–Info Santé at 204-
788-8200 (Winnipeg) or 1-888-315-
9257.

More measles exposures reported
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Call today if you would like to consign your items! 

 STANDARD PHOTO BY BEV MCLEAN
A bright red poppy blooms in front of Carman United Church, with two more 

buds ready to open — a fi tting tribute with Remembrance Day approaching on 

Nov. 11.

Poppy honours sacrifice

SERVICESSERVICES
2025 SERVICES - TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11

LEGIONS/HALL
Carman Legion Branch #18
Carman Community Hall
Doors open 10:00am - Please be seated by 10:30am.
Service to begin 10:45am

Sanford Legion Branch #171 Observance Ceremony
Sanford United Church - Church service to begin at 10:45am
11:45am March to the cenotaph
12:00pm Laying of Wreaths
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Give to your local community foundation between Novem-
ber 10-16 and help them reach their Giving Challenge goal. 
Every gift made during this week will be stretched by The 
Winnipeg Foundation and the Manitoba government - increas-
ing the amount your foundation receives. Contact your local             
community foundation for details and giving options. 

Saturday, 
November 15, 2025 
Miami Event Centre 
Tickets at Call Insurance 
1-204-435-2473

AwardsDinner

By Leora Collingridge, BOC producer 
The cast and crew of Carman’s Back 

on Cue Theatre are in their fi nal cre-
scendo putting the fi nishing touches 
on their latest production, The Hori-
zon, which takes the stage at Carman 
Collegiate Community Theatre on 
Nov. 7 and 8. 

Susan Mooney, a pro-
duction executive for 
Carman’s local theatre 
organization Back on 
Cue (BOC), said she 
loves theatre people for 
their special joy of living 
that shines through in 
their personalities. She 
added that they make 
her laugh, think and 
sometimes even bring 
her to tears, and she is 
impressed by the vast 
array of artistic talent in the small 
community.

The comedic drama is set in a per-
sonal care home where seniors are 
discovering and creating their new 
normal lives. BOC actors and actress-
es, many of them younger perform-
ers, are taking on the daunting task of 
portraying 80-year-old residents.

Actresses Evelyn Hoogerdijk, Lisa 
Pinkerton and Christan Froese trans-

form themselves completely in voice, 
tone, movement, appearance and 
facial expression. It is an interesting 
phenomenon to watch the performers 
lose their own personas — even their 
names — as they transition from real-
ity to their stage characters. The direc-

tor and crew begin refer-
ring to the cast by their 
character names without 
even realizing it, and the 
actors naturally respond.

Elderly male residents 
are portrayed by Jim 
Robson and Craig Blag-
den, whose characters 
are polar opposites yet 
share many circumstanc-
es in common. The care 
home staff , played by 
Deana Gauld, Jeff  Knight 
and Jaclynn Knight, take 

on equally challenging roles. Jaclynn, 
a high school student, plays a young 
woman, while Jeff  Knight and Deana 
Gauld also portray younger people 
convincingly. Gail Aubin rounds out 
the cast.

The expression “becoming your 
character” is no exaggeration in this 
gripping story of hilarity, tense drama 
and adventure. Director Faye Harms 
draws inspiration from a favourite 

Lisa Pinkerton is stellar, 

as Thelma, a good friend 

and devoted Gramma. 

Jim Robson plays Vern 

who is Milton Meadows 

newest inmate

Evelyn Hoogerdijk plays 

Claire St. Claire (if you 

please).

Deana Gauld plays the 

part of unlucky in love 

caring nurse Kate.

Susan Mooney- Produc-

tion Executive.

Carman theatre group prepares to debut The Horizon

“THEY MAKE ME 

LAUGH, THINK 

AND SOMETIMES 

EVEN BRING ME 

TO TEARS.”

Red Skelton quote about 
how laughter can help 
ease heartache, even if 
only for a few seconds.

In partnership with 
the Golden Prairie Arts 
Council and the Boyne 
Lodge Campus Charity, 
BOC invites audiences 
to come, laugh, cry and 
refl ect with the talented 
cast and crew of The Ho-
rizon



In memory of many,
in honor of all.

Lest We Forget

(204) 745-6644
37077 Hwy. 13 N Carman
www.prairiegolfsupplies.com

LEST WE FORGETLEST WE FORGET

www.webmarkers.ca • info@webmarkers.ca
4 First St. SW. Carman • 204-745-3730

LEST WE FORGETLEST WE FORGET

WE WILL 
NEVER FORGET!

WAYNE WADDELL ELECTRIC
Phone 204-745-7481

E-Mail info@wwelectric.pro     
Box 153, Carman MB R0G 0J0

WE WILL NEVER FORGET!

Looking beyond the uniform: Honouring the service and sacrifices of Canadian soldiers
By E. Antonio

For Chuck Ross, Remembrance Day is an op-
portunity to honour the men and women who 

-

-

-

Photo from Ross’ graduation parade in 1978.

Remembrance Day - November 11

WE WILL REMEMBER
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(204) 745-3534 Carman, MB

We will always 
REMEMBER!!

LEST WE FORGET

Hwy 3 & 13 | 10-4th Avenue SE Carman

Craig Johnston • Mark Reimer

doyles@doylesfuneralhome.ca

Phone: 204.745.2045

We RememberWe Remember

We will never 
forget your 
sacrifice! Adspipe.ca

111 Lyle Drive, Carman MB
204-745-6151

215 Main St. N., 
Carman 204-745-2076Carman 204-745-2076
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WES’S TIRE SHOPS’SS TTIRREE SSHHOOPP

WE WILL NEVER FORGET!
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LEST WE 
FORGET

They shall grow not old, as we 
that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, 
nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun 
and in the morning
We will remember them.

Laurence Binyon

One of his hardest losses came in the 1980s 
when a plane crashed south of Calgary, Alta., 
killing all crew members on board.

“These are just some of the things we have to 
deal with along the way,” Ross said. “You’re 
warned this job will take you to places where 
you’ll be in smoke, solvents, fuel and explo-
sions, where things will go wrong. It’s one 
thing to read the warning — it’s another to 
experience it.”

Despite the hardships, Ross said the rela-
tionships he built have been the greatest gift 
of his military life.

“Everyone in uniform is basically your 
family,” he said. “The very best people I 
have ever met in my life have been through 
the military. We are all part of a family try-
ing to do one job. Whether you’re in a po-
sition where you’re constantly being put on 
the end of a pointy stick or being shot at, or 
you’re part of that supply chain from behind 
— you rely on each other.

STANDARD PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Chuck Ross, veteran and service officer for the Carman Legion, works as an avian 

assistant technologist with the Canadian Armed Forces in Baden, Germany, in 

1981.

Ross, right, completing a quality assurance 

audit in Moose Jaw in 2023. He currently works 

as a quality assurance representative with the 

Department of National Defence.

Ross’ hero shot after recovering a Lancaster 

aircraft — its first visit to Winnipeg in 1989.
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“It takes a huge number of people to ensure 
a soldier makes it through their day. Those 
people, at every level, you rely on them. You go 
to war, live and work with these people know-
ing they’re your family and friends — and that 
your life might rely on them someday.”

He described each relationship as a memory 
forever etched in his mind, no matter how small 
or big the interaction. Recently, he crossed paths 
with a woman he had worked with 35 years 
ago.

“It was like I just saw her yesterday for the 

Ross continues to work with the CAF as a 
quality assurance representative with the De-
partment of National Defence, a role that keeps 
him connected to the military community.

“It’s boring some days, but other times it can 
be really interesting with all the cases we face 
and the commodities that brings,” Ross ex-
plained. “It’s our job to provide the boys and 
girls in uniform with the very best things we 
can get for them — it’s all about supporting the 
whole military mission.”

This Remembrance Day, Ross hopes Canadi-
-

ing of service.
“It’s not just for those who were killed in war 

— it’s for every Canadian Armed Forces mem-
ber because their jobs were equally important,” 
he said. “Everyone deserves to be honoured and 
remembered. They stepped up during a time of 
need and put their life on the line. Everyone in 
a uniform has made a commitment to serve, but 
not everyone in a uniform will come out alive. 
They gave their guts, care, bravery, willingness 
and commitment for the millions of Canadians 
back home.”

Ross will be involved with several Remem-
brance Day ceremonies around town, including 
one at the Carman Community Hall on Nov. 11. 
Doors open at 10 a.m., with the service starting 
at 10:45 a.m. All are welcome to attend.

“We are all on this spaceship together, and 
we owe it to each other to step up and work 
together toward a common goal of respect and 
peace,” Ross added. “This is a huge and varied 
adventure we took on, and it’s important that 
we take a moment to honour this journey.”

LEST 
WE FORGET

Lest We Forget
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By E. Antonio 
The Dead Horse Creek Speedway 

welcomed 100 guests to the Miami 
Event Centre for their Awards & Ap-
preciation Banquet.

Every year the speedway honours 
their top drivers and individuals who 
go above and beyond on and off  the 
track.

“It was an exceptional evening and 
it was nice to see our numbers grow 
compared to last year,” said Jason 
Fraser, Dead Horse Creek Speedway 
manager. “It’s an opportunity for us 
to recognize those guys who have 
put in piles and piles of hours, eff ort 
and money into performing. Their 
support for us throughout the year is 
strong and it’s awesome to be able to 
give something back to them to show 
that their eff orts are worth it.”

Guests also had the opportunity 
to try and win one of their 20 raffl  e 
prizes, graciously donated from busi-
ness across southern Manitoba. Fraser 
noted it was really neat seeing all the 
prizes together in one space and de-
scribed the room to be like a “small 
world.”

Eight awards were handed out to 
deserving drivers, sponsors and vol-
unteers while enjoying a deliciously 
catered meal arranged by Brian and 
Ardelle Unger. 

THIS YEAR’S WINNERS WERE:
• Friesens Corporation Deadhorse 

Stocks - Tyler Fehr
• Super Trucks - Gerry Poirier
• Wissota Sunvalley Tire Midwest 

Modifi eds - Brenden Luschinski
• Wissota Rosenort Credit Union 

Modifi eds- Ward Imrie
• Wissota Wiebes Steel Structures 

Late Models - Scott Greer
• Community Support Champion - 

Centennial Supply Ltd.
• Sportsmanship Champion - Nick 

Audette
• Volunteer Champion - Alex Wiebe
It’s important to Fraser to recognize 

people’s eff orts beyond the wheel, 
which is why they present three com-
munity support awards. “They go the 
extra mile to give us the support we 

need and their eff orts truly make a 
diff erence in the lives of drivers,” he 
added.

STANDARD PHOTOS BY RICK HIEBERT
Friesens Corporation Deadhorse Stocks champion Tyler Fehr accepts his award 

during the Dead Horse Creek Speedway Awards & Appreciation Banquet at the 

Miami Event Centre. The event recognized top drivers, sponsors and volunteers 

from the 2024 racing season.

Wissota Wiebes Steel Structures Late Models - Scott 

Greer

 Volunteer Champion - Alex Wiebe

Super Trucks - Gerry Poirier, second from left.

Community Support Champion - Centennial Supply 

Ltd.

Sportsmanship Champion - Nick Audette

Wissota Sunvalley Tire Midwest Modifi eds - Brenden 

Luschinski, second from left.

Wissota Rosenort Credit Union Modifi eds- Ward Imrie

Jason Fraser, Dead Horse Creek 

Speedway manager

Dead Horse Creek Speedway celebrates top drivers and community support 
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By E. Antonio
For four decades, Edwin Pritchard 

has been a steady and inspiring pres-
ence in the Carman Scouts program.

What began as a volunteer posi-
tion on the troop’s group committee 
when his son was a Beaver has grown 
into 40 years of dedicated leadership, 
mentorship and service.

“They were looking for parents, and 
my son was the right age to start get-
ting into it, so it took off  from there,” 
Pritchard said.

To mark the milestone, the troop 
hosted an outdoor dinner in King’s 
Park, where about 30 members—past, 
present and future—came together to 
celebrate his commitment. Pritchard 
was presented with a 40-year pin and 
a commemorative plaque.

“I defi nitely didn’t expect—or 
need—anything like this, but it was 
nice to get together with everyone,” 
he said. “The pin and plaque are just 
a nice added touch.”

A lifetime outdoors
An avid outdoorsman, Pritchard 

said one of his greatest joys is helping 
children discover nature for the fi rst 
time.

“It’s a learning experience for both 
them and me, and I’ve really grown 
to enjoy it,” he said. “I like getting to 
plan their events like camping and 
outdoor trips and seeing the young 
ones become fascinated with the en-
vironment.”

One of the highlights of his Scouting 
career came in May 2007, when he at-
tended the 100-year celebration of the 
Baden-Powell Scout Movement at Is-
land Park in Portage la Prairie. More 
than 1,000 Scouts from across Mani-
toba gathered for the event.

“It was something diff erent for 
sure—especially seeing 1,000 people 
in tents,” he recalled with a laugh.

Another unforgettable moment 
came when he saw a bald eagle swoop 
down and catch a fi sh from the river 
during a boating trip.

“With Scouts, you get to experience 

things most people will never get to 
see,” he said.

Over the years, Pritchard has taken 
part in winter Klondykes, Kub Kar 
rallies, sleepovers and canoe trips. 
He said his goal has always been to 
make the outdoors an enjoyable expe-
rience for everyone, because “there’s 
so much to do and learn.”

While his enthusiasm remains 
strong, Pritchard said membership 
numbers have dropped signifi cantly 
since he began in the 1980s.

“There was a time when we had 
45 Beavers, 35 Cubs and 17 Scouts 
just from the Carman area,” he said. 
“Now there are only 22 kids from 
across southern Manitoba, as the Car-
man division is one of the few that 
remains.”

He noted that changing family 
schedules, organized sports and the 
rising cost of living have all played a 
role in the decline.

“It’s really disappearing, and it’s 
been quite the change since I started,” 
he said. “It would be great to keep 
picking up numbers instead of having 
them fall away.”

Fellow volunteer Lynne Melvin said 

it’s Pritchard’s leadership and mo-
tivation that have kept the program 
alive.

“This is such a good program for 
kids, and he has been such an integral 
part of it,” she said. “The positive im-
pact he’s had on kids—mine includ-
ed—is too much to measure.”

Melvin described him as “the back-
bone of the program,” always willing 
to lend a hand and share his experi-
ence.

“I hardly even have the words to 
explain how much he has done,” she 
said. “He’s always there and willing 
to help, and that has been such a great 
asset.”

Melvin helped organize the dinner 
in his honour and said the event was 
a small way to say thank you.

“It almost feels too small of a recog-
nition,” she said. “He’s a huge part 
of our community, and our program 
would truly suff er without him.”

Looking ahead, 
Pritchard hopes 
to gradually pass 
the torch to a 
younger genera-

tion of leaders—something he’s con-
fi dent will happen naturally.

“There have been many exceptional 
leaders who’ve come and gone over 
the years, and I defi nitely wouldn’t 
have been able to do this without 
them,” he said. “It’s not about me—
it’s about the group we’ve all cre-
ated.”

He expressed special gratitude to 
Melvin, his volunteer partner of 20 
years, for her dedication and shared 
passion for keeping Carman Scouts 
strong.

Pritchard also hopes to see more 
outdoor activities added to the pro-
gram and encourages other adults to 
get involved.

“Anyone who enjoys working with 
kids and being outdoors should give 
it a try,” he said. “There’s so much to 
explore, and this experience has truly 
been an integral part of my life. I’d do 
it all over again.”

STANDARD PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Carman Scout volunteer leader Edwin Pritchard accepts his 40-year anniversary 

pin and plaque from fellow volunteer Lynne Melvin.

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers from the past and present gathered for an outdoor dinner at King’s Park to 

celebrate Pritchard’s milestone.

Carman Scouts take part in the 100-year celebration of the 

Baden-Powell Scout Movement in Portage la Prairie in May 

2007, one of Pritchard’s career highlights.

Pritchard’s plaque recognizes 40 years 

of volunteer service and leadership 

with Carman Scouts.

Local leader celebrates 40 years with Carman Scouts
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3 safety issues that 

As you get older, certain aspects of daily life 
can become more challenging for you and 
pose risks to your physical, psychological and 

1. MEDICATION MANAGEMENT
Many older adults take multiple medications 

tricky, as dosage errors and missed doses 

organizer, asking a loved one for support or ch-
-

2. TECH FRAUD
Fraudsters often target seniors through phone 
calls, emails or social media, attempting to 

-
ting older adults about these scams and en-
couraging them to be cautious of urgent or 
unsolicited messages can help keep them 

of serious in juries, such as hip fractures, 

strength exercises also play a key role in fall 

create a safer environment for the older adults 
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By Lorne Stelmach
Initial eff orts to help control the fe-

ral and stray cat population in Mor-
den have been successful, and there is 
hope to be able to continue the pro-
gram and even perhaps expand it.

The Pembina Valley Humane Society 
has now run its trap-neuter-release 
program a couple times over the past 
two years, and they feel it has shown 
its potential to be very benefi cial.

With trap-neuter-return, they main-
tain they can help stabilize the popu-
lation humanely, improve the cats’ 
lives, save taxpayer dollars, address 
neighbours’ concerns, and help the 
entire community reach a solution 
that benefi ts everyone.

After a successful 2024, where they 
trapped and spayed/neutered over 
40 community cats, it’s estimated this 
year they’ve trapped another 23 cats 
and were able to sterilize 20 of them 
(three were too ill).

“We ended up bringing in 16 kit-
tens,” added Jennifer Young, shelter 
manager for the Pembina Valley Hu-
mane Society. “All of those kittens 
because they were young enough, we 
were actually able to intake them into 
the shelter and then adopt them out.

“Doing it all like that, we prevented 
about maybe 120 kittens from being 
born and put into the population just 
this year … that is a lot, but it could 
defi nitely be more.”

Young suggested their fi rst go-round 
with the initiative was a learning ex-
perience.

“This past spring was a little bit bet-
ter organized just because we had all 
that we needed to learn from the fi rst 
year.”

They have only been able to do it in 
Morden so far with limited funding of 
about $3,000, which covers the costs 
for about months. They’ve focused 
their eff orts at the beginning of what 
is seen as “kitten season” from May 
to July.

“Although it happens all year 
round, it does seem to be a lot more in 
the beginning of spring,” said Young, 
explaining they had three traps which 
“we put in specifi c areas where we 
know they have a colony of cats.

“When we put a trap out, it is 
checked regularly by our volunteers, 
like every day … and then we get 
them to the vet as soon as we can so 
they can get spayed or neutered. They 
are given a rabies vaccine and an ear 

notch so if they are captured again, 
we will know they had already been 
taken care of.”

After a couple days to make sure 
there’s no infection, they are released 
back where they were trapped be-
cause familiar territory is best for the 
cat and there are limited other feasible 
options, Young noted.

The humane society emphasizes that 
there are many reasons to embrace 
and promote the trap-neuter-return 
system, noting it:

• Stabilizes feral cat colonies: colo-
nies that are involved diminish in size 
over time. 

• Improves the lives of commu-
nity cats: relieves cats of the constant 
stress of mating and pregnancy and 
their physical health improves. 

• Answers the needs of the com-
munity: once it stops production, and 
therefore mating behaviours, the cats’ 
relationships with residents improve; 
colonies become quieter as behav-
iours like yowling or fi ghting stop, 
calls to authorities about the cats de-
crease signifi cantly and community 
morale improves. 

• Protects cats’ lives: the number one 
documented cause of death for cats in 

North America is being euthanized 
in pounds and shelters.  For decades, 
animal control policy has wasted 

PVHS trap-neuter-return cat program seeing success

 PVHS PHOTO
The PVHS trapped, fi xed, and released 

dozens of cats this summer, and also 

took in 16 kittens for adoption. This 

little guy is Brahms, who will be looking 

for his forever home soon.

Continued on page 20
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By Jennifer McFee
Youth resilience is in the spotlight at an upcoming 

gala fundraiser that will share the stories of Mani-
toba’s future leaders.

CanU will host its annual youth-led Imagine Sto-
ries Gala on Thursday, Nov. 13 at the Canadian 
Museum for Human Rights in Winnipeg. The Win-
nipeg-based charitable organization off ers mentor-
ship to kids in grades 5 to 12 on post-secondary 
campuses. 

Each week, students from across the city are 
bused to campus to take part in fun, educational 
programs led by university students who volunteer 
as mentors through CanU’s Leadership Develop-
ment program.

“The experience creates a powerful two-way im-
pact; youth gain confi dence, curiosity and a sense 
of belonging, while the university mentors develop 
leadership and empathy through giving back,” said 
Christina Wood, chair of the CanU Imagine Stories 
Gala. “Together, they’re building a stronger, more 
connected Manitoba.”

For Wood, the cause is close to her heart. 
“This event is deeply personal for me. I grew up in 

poverty and moved between foster homes. At one 
point, even fi nishing high school felt out of reach. 
But I was lucky to have people who believed in me 
— teachers and mentors and my foster mom who 
helped me believe in myself,” she said. 

“CanU is about giving young people the chance 
to be seen, supported and inspired to believe in 
themselves. It’s a program I wish had existed when 
I was growing up, and that’s why I’m so passionate 
about helping it grow.”

The Nov. 13 gala is geared for anyone who believes 
in the potential of Manitoba’s youth — including 
community members, the business community, 
educators and supporter who want to make a dif-
ference. 

“It’s also for people like me, who see a bit of them-
selves in some of the CanU students and know 
what having a safe place to grow and learn can do 
for your confi dence and your future,” Wood said. 

“Many of our guests come year after year because 
they leave inspired by the students and the stories 

they share.”
The goal of the gala is simple: to raise awareness 

and funds so more kids can participate in CanU. 
“We want every student who dreams of joining to 

have the chance, regardless of their circumstances. 
It’s one of our main fundraisers of the year. All pro-
ceeds go directly toward CanU programming, cov-
ering transportation, meals, scholarships and the 
costs that make it possible for almost 700 students 
to attend and thrive,” Wood said. 

“It also supports the processes involved in select-
ing, training and coordinating almost 800 post-
secondary volunteers who are developing their 
professional and leadership skills and convictions. 
The gala is what keeps the program accessible to 
families who might not otherwise be able to par-
ticipate.”

For Interlake residents, the program can also make 
an impact. 

“Even though the Imagine Stories Gala takes 
place in Winnipeg, the message behind it resonates 
across the province: when we invest in our youth, 
our whole province grows. In fact, CanU is work-
ing with several partners to develop and provide 
opportunities to youth in northern and remote 
parts of our province,” Wood said.

“Through our CanU’s Leadership and Develop-
ment program, post-secondary students volunteer 
as mentors, tutors, program designers and facili-
tators for grades 5 to 12 participants, and many 
of those mentors come from communities outside 
Winnipeg, including the Interlake and Pembina re-
gions. In many ways, the impact travels home with 
them— back into the communities they come from 
and eventually return to.”

At the same time, the CanU team is also working 
to grow their reach and share what they’ve learned.

“Beyond raising funds and awareness for CanU, 
our story might inspire others to start their own lo-
cal initiatives that connect youth, mentors and edu-
cation,” Wood said. ‘And we’d be happy to share 
our experience and insight with anyone who wants 
to make that happen in their own community or 
help us bring CanU into theirs.”

The Imagine Stories Gala takes place on Nov. 13 at 
6 p.m. at the Canadian Museum for Human Rights 
(85 Israel Asper Way in Winnipeg). 

“The Imagine Stories Gala is our annual celebra-
tion and fundraiser. It’s a powerful evening where 
CanU youth take the stage to share their own sto-
ries — stories of hope, confi dence and growth. 
Alongside that, we host a gourmet cocktail-style 
dinner, online auction, 50/50 draw and VIP recep-
tion. It’s one night that brings together community, 
inspiration and impact,” Wood said.

“There are lots of ways to get involved; spon-
soring the event, donating to the online auction, 
volunteering or simply helping spread the word. 
We’re always looking for mentors, supporters and 
community partners who want to help create op-
portunities for youth.”

Visit trellis.org/2025imaginestoriesgala for more 
info about tickets and sponsorship opportunities. 
The event usually sells out, so it’s best to buy tick-
ets early. 

Youth-led fundraising gala focuses on next generation of Manitoban leaders

PVHS Raise the Woof 2025 coming up Nov. 15
By Lorne Stelmach

The annual Raise The Woof comedy night has 
become an integral means of fundraising sup-
port for the Pembina Valley Humane Society.

“It’s grown tremendously,” said fundraising 
chairperson Caitlin Parr of the event, which 
they’ve hosted for over a decade. “When we fi rst 
started, we were in half of the basement of the 
Quality Inn, and last year we sold out the Access 
Event Centre with over 350 people.

“It has a lot of repeat attenders. I’ve never invit-
ed somebody who hasn’t wanted to come back 
the next year,” she said, suggesting it is an ideal 
event that off ers a fun night out while also giving 
back. “It’s always lovely to have your entertain-

ment attached to a good cause.”
Parr noted the comedy night is an essential part 

of their sustainability.
“Usually it raises around $11,000,” she estimat-

ed. “For the humane society, fundraising prob-
ably makes up a majority of our budget … and 
between our golf tournament, the 50/50 and our 
comedy night, that’s where most of our operat-
ing revenue comes from each year.”

Parr noted the humane society is facing an ad-
ditional challenge right now with a ringworm 
outbreak among some of its cat population in the 
shelter.

“We are currently dealing with some medical 
issues at the shelter … and so we need a lot of 

additional supplies and a lot of additional sup-
port to help.”

Raise The Woof 2025 will feature three come-
dians—Michel Green, Tyler Kotowski and Lori 
Ferguson—and live music from One Night Only. 

It is set for Saturday, Nov. 15 at the Access Event 
Centre. Doors open at 6:00 p.m. with music and 
a buff et dinner until 8 p.m. followed by the co-
medians.

Early bird tickets were still available at $640 for 
a table of eight or $100 per person. You can grab 
your tickets at pvhsociety.ca/events.
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By Dennis Young, with Wah family notes
After 78 years, the building known 

to Carman residents as the Rex Café 
was destroyed by fi re on Sunday, 
Nov. 27, 1976.

A passerby noticed smoke around 
4 p.m. and alerted staff . The workers 
and family members living upstairs 
quickly evacuated, escaping with 
only the clothes on their backs.

The fi re began in the southwest cor-
ner of an annex attached to the main 
building. Within minutes, the entire 
structure was a blazing inferno, gut-
ted within an hour. The Carman Fire 
Department received assistance from 
neighbouring crews in Morden, San-
ford, Elm Creek and the RM of Mac-
donald. But the fl ames weren’t the 
only concern that day.

Hundreds of spectators gathered 
and had to be held back by offi  cers as 
the heat grew so intense that windows 
across the street at Parkland Floor 
and Laycock Motors cracked. Hydro 
poles at the rear of the building were 
repeatedly doused until Manitoba 
Hydro crews could cut power to pre-
vent a north-end blackout.

An explosion — caused by rapidly 
expanding air inside the café — blew 
out the front windows, showering 
glass across the street into the crowd 
of onlookers. Const. Witherspoon, 
who was on duty at the scene, was 
treated for a leg cut from fl ying glass.

Gin Wah and his family — wife and 
four children (Ken, 16; Henry, 13; Al-
lan, 12; and Meling, 8) — lost all their 
personal possessions that day. The 
loss of stock was estimated at $35,000 
(about $193,000 today), while the fam-
ily’s total loss was valued at $100,000 
(roughly $555,000 today), only par-
tially covered by insurance.

While temporarily staying at the Ry-
all Hotel, Gin commented, “I hope to 
re-establish a restaurant in Carman, 
and with fi nancing I am considering 
a fi rst-class one too.”

In the meantime, the family re-
ceived clothing and essentials from 
private citizens, businesspeople, the 
Red Cross and through the Carman 
Chamber of Commerce’s fundraising 
campaign. By Christmas, more than 
$4,000 had been raised and presented 

to the Wah family. The “fi rst-class res-
taurant” Gin hoped to build never 
materialized, however, and he later 
“retired” to British Columbia.

FAMILY RECALLS THAT DAY
Allan: The fi re was on Grey Cup 

Sunday, late in the afternoon. I was 
over at Paul Dunbar’s, and Mr. Dun-
bar said, “Get in the truck, I’ll drive 
you.” The fi re was out of control by 
then. Henry was knocking on doors 
upstairs, making sure everyone got 
out. They must have shut off  the gas, 
but the heat was so hot that it blew 
out all the windows. I remember that 
explosion and seeing it happen.

Dad was trying to help the fi re de-
partment by pulling off  the galva-
nized steel siding. I remember him 
coming back to Mom and saying they 
couldn’t do anything. He was stoic 
— not angry, just resigned to the loss. 
Mom was worried about Meling not 
being found, and when Meling came 
home she began to cry because the 
birds — our budgies — were still up-
stairs.

Ken: I think it started in the back 
near the kitchen and spread extreme-
ly quickly. Several of us ran through 
to ensure everyone was out. Mom 
was crying because Meling was un-
accounted for. Fortunately, no family 
members or workers were hurt. There 
was no time to grab family photos or 
mementos. We all remember, with 
fondness, the generosity of the town.

Henry: Once outside, I just had a 
T-shirt on. I was cold and shaking, 
and someone — I never knew who 
— gave me his jacket. I’ll be forever 
grateful. What I remember most viv-
idly, though, was the natural gas ex-
plosion.

Ken and Allan: Mr. Dunbar of Har-
ris Clothing brought all of us in and 
outfi tted the whole family with new 
clothes, jackets and shoes. We stayed 
at the motel fi rst and then at the Ry-
all Hotel for free until we could re-
group. Unfortunately, Dad was un-
derinsured, and it took a while to get 
back on our feet. The town helped im-
mensely through fundraising. A year 
later, Gin received a box of donation 
receipts from everyone who contrib-
uted. The generosity brought tears to 

his eyes. We still look back on it with 
gratitude and fond memories.

Henry: I remember all the support 
from the town. I still think about the 
people of Carman with gratitude, and 
it brings a warmth to me whenever I 
recall that time in my life.

HISTORICAL NOTES
The building was originally con-

structed by Ed Watson in 1898 for the 
Sons of England Lodge, which used 
the upstairs hall. The main fl oor’s 
south side was rented by Hemming-

way & Waller General Store and the 
north side by Loree Real Estate. Over 
the years, the north half was occupied 
by McFarlane and Adams Bakeries, 
Bert Klos Fresh Vegetables and Fruits, 
and a Rex novelty shop.

Prior to Gin Wah’s ownership, the 
café had been operated by Mar Jack, 
Leu Pon and Dan Jack. In 1977, the 
Livingstons built what is now the 
Carman Home Hardware on this and 
the adjacent vacant lot to the south, 
formerly the site of Hardy’s Garage.

See Part 2 for life after the fi re.

STANDARD PHOTOS SUBMITTED
The heat from the fi re blew out the front windows of the Rex Café, hurling glass 

and brick across the street.

The Rex Café in the 1960s.

Flashback... The day the Rex Café burned – Part 1

millions of dollars catching and kill-
ing outdoor cats, but populations of 
cats are still there, just as they always 
have been, so these programs reduce 
the spending of taxpayer dollars and 
is a humane solution to needless eu-
thanization.

Overall, it is seen as a solution that 

works, as attempts to permanently 
remove cats from an area always fail 
because of a natural and scientifi cal-
ly-documented phenomenon known 
as the vacuum eff ect. In basic terms, 
whenever cats are removed, new cats 
move in or the surviving cats left be-
hind breed to capacity. 

Young hopes the humane society is 
able to get funding to continue with 

the initiative.
“It takes some time to see, but over 

the years we’ll notice the decrease in 
the kitten and cat population,” she 
said. “If we could get other communi-
ties to help fund a little bit, we could 
maybe reach out to these other com-
munities and help prevent another 
120 kittens or so.

“We defi nitely want to continue 

with it,” she said. “If we could go into 
Winkler, that would be another great 
thing. If we could go into more rural 
areas, that would be amazing if we 
could do that as well.

“Our plan is to continue doing this 
as long as we have the funding for it,” 
she said. “So if we could even have 
it more often, even twice a year, that 
would be amazing as well.”

 >  NEUTER, FROM PG. 18
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Recovery of Hope 
adds new counsellors
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Eden Health Care Services’ Recov-
ery of Hope counselling program 
continues to grow as it works to meet 
the mental health needs of southern 
Manitoba.

The agency has recently expanded 
its counselling therapy team with the 
addition of Charlie Enns, who comes 
to the role as a Master of Psychother-
apy and Spirituality candidate and 
with particular interests men’s mental 
health, addiction,  and grief and loss 
support.

Enns’ hiring comes just a few months 
after the program welcomed counsel-
lor Gaylene Dueck to the team, shared 
program director Kim Thiessen.

“We’re always looking to grow,” 
she said, noting they have nearly two 
dozen counsellors operating from Re-
covery of Hope’s offi  ces in Winkler, 
Steinbach, and Winnipeg.

“Expanding our team isn’t just about 
adding appointments,” Thiessen said. 
“It’s about expanding fi t and choice 
so people can fi nd the right counsel-
lor and the right approach for their 
needs.”

And while in-person counselling 
sessions are of course off ered at all 
three of those sites, the program also 
provides its virtual services province-
wide to  ensure people have access to 
counselling even if they live in remote 
rural areas or have other challenges 
that make getting out to a session dif-
fi cult. As long as you have stable in-
ternet service, you can sign up to con-
nect with a counsellor.

“We’ve had counsellors do coun-
selling with people that are living 
internationally, and certainly across 
Canada. But our focus obviously is in 
Manitoba,” Thiessen said. “All of our 
counselors off er virtual counseling as 
well as in-person.

It’s an option that is especially ap-
pealing to the younger generation, 
Thiessen observed, though people of 
all ages certainly got used to virtual 
meetings during the pandemic.

“We’ve had quite often folks calling 
us from smaller centres that just don’t 
have access to counselling services or 
the counselling services in their com-
munities are really busy, so they reach 
out to us and we can set them up with 
counsellors in Winnipeg, Steinbach, 
wherever we have a counsellor that is 
available and taking on new clients.”

In the 2024-25 fi scal year, the pro-
gram logged just over 6,000 counsel-

ling sessions.
“The need is not slowing down,” 

Thiessen said.  “When I started in this 
role we were averaging about 4,400 to 
5,000 a year, so in the last three years 
it’s really shot up.”

Recovery of Hope’s base fee is $125 
per session, but they also off er a slid-
ing fee scale based on annual house-
hold income to ensure fi nancial hard-
ship isn’t a barrier to receiving care. 
That scale system is subsidized by the 
donations that come from such com-
munity events as Eden’s annual Trac-
tor Trek or Head for the Hills.

“We’re a non-profi t, so we do a lot of 
fundraising just to be able to cover the 
diff erence between what our sliding 
fee scale is and what our actual costs 
are,” Thiessen said. “That’s kind of 
the yearly struggle, making sure that 
we’ve got enough money in that pot 
so that people can continue to access 
counselling when they need it.”

The addition of new counsellors 
means shorter wait times across the 
Recovery of Hope network (the aver-
age wait is two or three weeks) but it 
also provides access to a greater range 
of professionals with diff ering speci-
alities.

“All of them are Masters-trained 
counsellors—that’s kind of the bare 
minimum that we require—but they 
all come with various diff erent train-
ing,” Thiessen said, noting some fo-
cus on working with children, others 
on couples counselling, and still oth-
ers on topics like abuse, trauma, or 
addictions. “Everybody off ers some-
thing just a little bit unique.”

Thiessen noted their counsellors ap-
proach their work from a patient-led 
perspective. While Eden is a faith-
based organization, all its counsellors 
are accredited and follow standard 
practices for care.

“There is no discrimination in terms 
of whether someone is religious or not 
religious or what background they 
come from,” she stressed. “If a client 
does come in and want that kind of 
spiritual support, faith-based sup-
port, our counsellors can provide that 
and are happy to do so. But really, it’s 
client-driven and whatever the client 
is most comfortable with is the direc-
tion that the counsellors will go.”

Thiessen hopes people won’t let the 
stigma that often surrounds men-
tal health challenges stop them from 
reaching out for help.

“There isn’t one person in this world 

that isn’t impacted by mental health,” 
she said. “We all are on our own jour-
ney somewhere. And some of us are 
struggling at diff erent times than oth-
ers. We all need support sometimes.”

GREATER COMFORT, PRIVACY
On a tour of the Winkler location 

earlier this month, Eden CEO Brad 
Unger shared some of the upgrades 
the site has made of late.

“We’ve renovated quite extensive-
ly in the last year or so, because we 
didn’t even have a dedicated door,” 
he shared of the space, which is lo-
cated in the ALG Professional Centre 
on Main St.  “We really tried to take 
some steps for greater confi dentiality 
and making it a better space, because 
it was less ideal than before.”

The Winkler offi  ce now features a 
waiting room with frosted glass so 
people passing by can’t see who’s in-
side, as well several private counsel-
ling rooms with comfy couches and 
chairs. 

The Recovery of Hope program is a 
big part of the work of Eden, which 
also runs the regional psychiatric hos-
pital along with supportive housing 
and employment programs.

“Recovery of Hope off ers a really 
essential and critical service in the 
mental health system,” Unger said. 
“Counselling therapy is really a back-
bone service.”

It’s one that allows the agency to 
reach the greatest number of people 
needing care.

“At a time when mental health ser-
vices are sometimes hard to access, 
we’re proud that we have a service 
that is so accessible,” Unger said. “We 
work really hard to make it aff ordable 
and to have our wait lists at manage-
able levels so that we can be there and 
meet people with the service where 
they’re at, when they need it.”

You can learn more about Recovery 
of Hope’s services online at eden-
healthcare.ca/roh or call 1-866-493-
6202.

Eden CEO Brad Unger at the Recovery 

of Hope offi  ce in Winkler, which was 

renovated in the past year to provide 

a more private, comfortable space 

for counselling.

 STANDARD PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS
One of the welcoming counselling spaces at the Recovery of Hope offi  ces, located 

in the ALG Professional Centre in downtown Winkler.
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STANDARD PHOTO SUBMITTED
Team Hayward of Carman captured the championship at the inaugural Albert 

Bazinet Open on the Manitoba Junior Curling Tour, held at the Heather Curling 

Club in honour of the late Albert Bazinet, a longtime supporter of junior curling 

in Manitoba. The Carman rink will take a short break before competing in 

the Brandon Sunlife Junior Challenge from Nov. 13–16. From left: skip Shaela 

Hayward, third Keira Krahn, second India Young, and lead Dayna Wahl.

Hayward wins inaugural MJCT title

By Annaliese Meier
The Pembina Valley Hawks mount-

ed an impressive third-period come-
back but came up just short, falling 
4–3 in a shootout to the Central Plains 
Capitals in Manitoba Female U18 
AAA Hockey League action Wednes-
day night at the Access Event Centre.

After two periods of frustration, the 
Hawks found themselves down 2–0 
heading into the fi nal frame as Cen-
tral Plains built their lead on goals 
from Taylor Terin, who scored twice 

— including one on the power play.
Pembina Valley roared back in the 

third, striking for three goals in just 
over six minutes to erase the defi cit. 
Casey O’Brien started the rally with 
a power-play marker at 7:19, assist-
ed by Sophia Cox and Claire Boyd. 
After Central Plains’ Ava Mirrlees 
briefl y restored the two-goal cush-
ion, O’Brien responded again at 15:24 
with her second of the game and fi fth 
of the season. Sinead Convery and 
Payton Manness drew the assists.

Then, with less than a minute to 
play, Cox buried the equalizer from 
Mia Brass and Delaney Darby, send-
ing the game to overtime tied 3–3.

Neither side could fi nd the winner in 
extra time, and the game was decided 
in a shootout. O’Brien scored on her 
attempt for Pembina Valley, but goals 
from Kaylin Lins and Ainslie Zubec 
lifted the Capitals to victory.

Goaltender Hannah Bannister made 
14 saves on 18 shots for the Hawks, 
while Central Plains’ Bailey Schwartz 

turned aside 31 of 34 shots to secure 
the win.

With the shootout loss, Pembina 
Valley moved to 3-5-0 on the season, 
while Central Plains improved to 5-5-
0.

UPCOMING GAMES:
The Hawks will look to bounce back 

on home ice Friday, Nov. 14 when 
they host the Winnipeg Avros at the 
Access Event Centre in Morden. Puck 
drop is set for 8 p.m.

Hawks rally late but fall in shootout in MFHL

By Annaliese Meier
The Pembina Valley Hawks 

couldn’t hold off  a late surge 
from the Winnipeg Wild on 
Wednesday night, falling 3–1 
in Manitoba U18 AAA Hockey 
League action at the Hockey for 
All Centre.

After a scoreless opening pe-
riod, Ocean Fehr put the Hawks 
on the board early in the sec-
ond when he buried his fourth 
goal of the season from Parker 
Henderson and Ragnar Gillis at 
2:24. The Wild responded late 
in the frame when Anthony Be-
dard evened the score with his 
ninth of the year to make it 1–1 
heading into the third.

Winnipeg took control in the 
fi nal period as Ryan Strilchuk 
scored twice — including an 
empty-netter in the dying sec-
onds — to seal the win.

Despite the loss, Pembina Val-
ley goaltender Koen Bleznuk 
turned in a strong performance, 
stopping 35 of 37 shots as the 
Hawks were outshot 38–30. 
Winnipeg’s Ardan Downey 

earned the win with 29 saves.
The Hawks’ power play went 

0-for-4, while the Wild also 
failed to capitalize on six man-
advantage opportunities.

With the result, Pembina Val-
ley dropped to 4-3-0-1 on the 
season, while the Wild im-
proved to 4-0-0-1.

UPCOMING GAMES:
Pembina Valley returns to 

home ice Friday, Nov. 7 when 
they host the Winnipeg Bruins 
at the Access Event Centre’s 
Huron Arena in Morden, with 
puck drop set for 8 p.m. The 
Hawks then hit the road for a 
two-game series against the Ke-
nora Thistles, playing Saturday, 
Nov. 8 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, 
Nov. 9 at 1:30 p.m. at the Mon-
crief Construction Sports Cen-
tre. The team will wrap up the 
stretch on Wednesday, Nov. 12 
with a rematch against the Win-
nipeg Bruins at Southdale Com-
munity Centre in Winnipeg 
starting at 7 p.m.

Hawks grounded by 
Wild in road defeat
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• S.E.M.H.L. SCHEDULE •  S.E.M.H.L. SCHEDULE • S.E.M.H.L. SCHEDULE • S.E.M.H.L. SCHEDULE •

NOTRE DAME HAWKS AT CARMAN BEAVERS
FRIDAY, NOV 7 AT 8:00 P.M. AT CARMAN ARENA

MORDEN BOMBERS AT CARMAN BEAVERS
SATURDAY, NOV 8 AT 7:30 P.M. AT CARMAN ARENA

Check semhl.net for the full schedule!

By Annaliese Meier
The Carman Beavers opened their 

South Eastern Manitoba Hockey 
League (SEMHL) season with a split 
weekend, following up a dominant 
win over Red River with a tough road 
loss in Morden.

Carman kicked off  its home opener 
with an 8–3 win over the Red River 
Wild on Friday night, led by a four-
goal performance from Kale Ilchena.

After trading early goals — with 
Aiden Sotas scoring in the fi rst pe-
riod to tie the game 1–1 — the Bea-
vers pulled away in the second and 
third. Ilchena netted his fi rst midway 
through the second, assisted by cap-
tain Tyler Park and Noah Skorpad, to 
give Carman the lead.

In the fi nal frame, the Beavers ex-
ploded for four goals in just over four 
minutes. Jackson Reimer put Carman 
ahead at 8:21 before Ilchena scored 
the eventual game-winner at 12:29. 
Everett Bestland added a goal 25 sec-
onds later, and Ilchena completed the 
natural hat trick at 16:14 before cap-
ping his night with a fourth tally late 
in the game.

Bestland and Reimer each recorded 
multi-point nights, while goalten-
der Luke Zacharias turned aside 26 
shots for the win. Red River’s Jayden 
Catellier faced 50 shots in defeat. Both 
teams went scoreless on the power 
play.

The following night, the Beavers ran 

into a sharp Morden Bombers squad 
that piled on the off ence in a 15–3 re-
sult.

Carman’s Dane Halstead and A.J. 
Nychuk scored in the opening pe-
riod, and Park added another in the 
second, but Morden’s top line took 
control as Jory Mullin and Tyler 
Campbell each netted multiple goals. 
Goaltender Aaron Brunn stopped 41 
of 44 shots for the Bombers, while the 
Beavers used both Brock Moroz and 
Dan Wenham in net.

Despite the lopsided score, Car-
man’s power play generated sev-
eral strong chances, fi nishing 0-for-3, 
while Morden went 0-for-1.

Through two games, the Beavers sit 
in the middle of the nine-team SEM-
HL standings with a 1-1 record, even 
with Morden, Warren and Ile des 
Chênes, each at .500. Springfi eld leads 
the league with fi ve points from three 
games, followed closely by the un-
defeated Notre Dame Hawks at 2-0. 
Winkler has also won its lone game to 
start the year, while Portage and Red 
River remain winless.

Carman returns home for back-to-
back games this weekend, hosting the 
Notre Dame Hawks on Friday, Nov. 
7, at 8 p.m., followed by a rematch 
against Morden on Saturday, Nov. 8, 
at 7:30 p.m. The Beavers then visit 
Portage on Wednesday, Nov. 12, for a 
7:30 p.m. puck drop.

STANDARD PHOTOS BY RICK HIEBERT
Carman Beavers assistant captain Dane Halstead delivers a heavy hit on Morden 

Bombers forward Derek Wiebe during South Eastern Manitoba Hockey League 

action Saturday night in Carman. The Beavers split their opening weekend, 

defeating Red River 8–3 before falling to Morden.

Beavers goaltender Luke Zacharias slides across the crease in an eff ort to block 

a tip from Morden Bombers forward Jory Mullin. The puck narrowly missed the 

net and went wide.

Beavers split weekend series against Red River and Morden

Beavers forward Noah Skorpad carries the puck up ice despite defensive pressure 

from Bombers forward Cade Kowalski.
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By Lana Meier
La Salle resident and former Carman Cougar 

Mike McAulay will help lead Canada’s top Junior 
A players on the international stage this winter.

McAulay, the general manager and director of 
scouting for the MJHL’s Niverville Nighthawks, 
has been named Director of Operations for Team 
Canada West at the 2025 World Junior A Challenge, 
taking place December 7–13 in Trois-Rivières, Que. 
The announcement was made by Hockey Canada 
earlier this month.

The World Junior A Challenge is one of the key 
showcase events in Canada’s junior hockey path-
way, featuring elite talent from across Canada, 
the United States and Europe. This year’s four-
team fi eld includes Canada West, Canada East, the 
United States and Sweden, with all games to be 
streamed on HNLive.ca and the gold medal game 
airing on TSN+.

McAulay says the appointment is meaningful not 
just personally, but for the league and communities 
he represents.

“It’s a tremendous honour to be a part of Hockey 
Canada,” McAulay said. “Any time you can pull on 
a Team Canada jersey is a special moment. It’s spe-
cial for the players, and for the organizations they 
come from in the MJHL.”

McAulay has played a central role in building the 
Nighthawks from the ground up since the franchise 

joined the MJHL in 2022. The team has developed 
a reputation for strong involvement with Hockey 
Canada West. In 2023, Nighthawks forward Na-
than Brown, head coach Kelvin Cech and physio-
therapist Justin Giesbrecht all represented Canada 
West, helping the team secure a gold medal with a 
7–2 win over Canada East.

“The Nighthawks have been well represented on 
this stage in the past, both as players and staff ,” 
McAulay added. “I’m really excited to continue 
this run.”

A product of Carman minor hockey, McAulay 
skated for the Carman Collegiate Cougars before 
continuing his playing career in Crookston, Minn. 
After returning to Manitoba, he completed a busi-
ness degree and went on to work with RBC, CIBC, 
HSBC and Canadian Western Bank, while staying 
active in junior hockey scouting and operations. He 
also scouts for the WHL’s Penticton Vees, helping 
identify emerging talent across Western Canada.

McAulay and his wife, Leah, live in La Salle with 
their three children — Olivia, Liam and Ewen.

Joining McAulay behind the Canada West bench 
is fellow MJHL representative Josh Gratton, head 
coach and general manager of the Winnipeg Blues, 
who has been named an assistant coach for the 
tournament.

Canada West has won gold six times since the 
tournament began in 2006.

STANDARD PHOTO SUBMITTED
Niverville Nighthawks general manager and former 

Carman Cougar Mike McAulay has been named 

Director of Operations for Team Canada West at the 

2025 World Junior A Challenge, taking place Dec. 

7–13 in Trois-Rivières, Que.

A Carman product has earned a place on the national stage

By Annaliese Meier
The Pembina Valley Twisters are 

still searching for their fi rst win of 
the Manitoba Major Junior Hockey 
League season after dropping back-
to-back games over the weekend.

The Twisters opened with a 5–0 loss 
Friday on the road to the Fort Garry/
Fort Rouge Twins at Century Arena. 
Despite keeping the game scoreless 
through the fi rst period, Pembina Val-
ley couldn’t fi nd their footing in the 
fi nal 40 minutes.

The Twins built a 2–0 lead in the 
second period on goals from Luca Bu-
oncore and Jayden Lamoureux, then 
added three more in the third from 
Noah Friesen, Karst Gruener and 
goaltender Alex Pauls, who scored 
into an empty net.

Pembina Valley goaltender Rowan 
Cherkas faced 38 shots and turned 
aside 33, while Pauls earned fi rst-star 
honours with a 24-save shutout for 
the Twins.

Back home Sunday at the Mor-
ris MultiPlex, the Twisters came out 
strong against the River East Royal 
Knights, grabbing a 3–2 fi rst-period 
lead before falling 6–3.

Aidan Younghusband, Josh Guil-
ford and Vlad Stepic scored for Pem-
bina Valley in the opening frame, but 
River East’s off ence took over from 
there, striking for four unanswered 
goals over the fi nal two periods. Liam 
Urciuoli scored twice for the Royal 

Knights, while Layne Richardson 
contributed a goal and two assists.

Twisters goaltender Darion Penner 
stopped 31 of 37 shots in the loss.

With the pair of setbacks, Pembina 
Valley sits at 0-9-1, last in the 10-team 
MMJHL. 

The Twisters will look to regroup 
when they host the Raiders Jr. Hockey 
Club Friday at 8 p.m. in Morris before 
visiting the Transcona Railer Express 
Sunday afternoon.

Twisters fall short in weekend doubleheader, extend winless streak to 10 games



SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery 
and autos. No item 
too large! Best prices 
paid. Phone Alf at 204-
461-1649.

ANTIQUES
Antique 48-49 Field 
Marshall tractor. As is, 
but restorable. Good 
rubber. Previous mod-
ifi cations removable. 
Asking $2000.00. Bob 
204-642-2787.

PROPERTY FOR SALE
Have 20 acres & 1,500 
sq. ft. house for sale, 
3 miles West of Bran-
don. Immediate pos-
session. Should be 
worth $650,000. Will 
take cows on trade. 
204-723-0083 any-
time.

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all un-
wanted fi rearms. 
Fully licensed for 
both non-restricted 
and restricted. Any-
where from individual 
items to estates. Cash 
buyer, paying top dol-
lar. Please call or text 
Adam at 204-795-
2850.
––––––––––––––––––––
WANTED: Looking for 
1970-1971 Barracudas 
and 1969-1970 Char-
ger’s in any condition. 
Running or not. TOP 
PRICE PAID for 6 pack 
or Hemi car. Call 306-
221-5908.

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 204-467-5836 news@carmanstandard.ca
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Carman Legion Ladies Auxiliary
Remembrance Day Tea

Saturday, November 8, 2025
2 - 4 p.m. 

Legion Auxiliary Hall
Bake table, fun auction and raffle

Land for Sale by Tender 
RM OF THOMPSON 

 
Completed Tender and a $10,000.00 deposit of the Tender Price 
are invited to be received up to 12:00 PM (noon) on November 
13th, 2025 (the “deadline”) on the property described below, 
which Tenders and Deposits shall be received at: 
 
PKF Lawyers  
326 Stephen St, Morden, Manitoba R6M 1T5 
A n:  Stéphane Warnock  
Ph: 204-822-4463 

 
LAND FOR SALE BY THE ESTATE OF ALBERT F. JANZEN 
 
1. NE ¼ 18-4-6 WPM-EXC ELY 1131 FEET PERP OF THE SLY 618 FEET 
PERP   
  146.81 acres CT #2181210/4 
 
2. PT OF NW ¼ OF 18-4-6 WPM    
 
  0.04 acres  CT #3051710/4 
     (the “Land”) 
Parcels are being tendered together.  
 
Condi ons of Tender: 
 
1. Financing must be pre-approved. 
 
2. Tender to be in the form prepared by PKF Lawyers. To obtain 
tender form or more info, contact Tammy Bisschop at 
tbisschop@pk awyers or call 204-822-4463. 
 
3. Tender must be accompanied by a cer ed cheque, payable 
to PKF Lawyers (in trust), in the amount of $10,000.00. Deposits of 
tenders not accepted will be returned to the tenderers. 
 
4. Highest Tender or any Tender will not necessarily be 
accepted. 
 
5. The Possession date and the due date of the balance of 
Tender Price shall be December 15th, 2025. 
 
6. The maker of any Tender relies en ely upon his/her 
personal inspec n and knowledge of the Land, independent of 
the representa ons made by the vendor or the solicitor and agent 
of the vendor.  The Land will be sold “as is” and the bidder is solely 
responsible to determine the value and condi n of the Land, Land 
quality, Land use, environmental condi n and any other 
informa n pertaining to the Land. 
 
7.      Submit Tender and cer ed cheque in a sealed envelope 
marked “Janzen Estate”. 

DUFFERIN HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 

Annual General Meeting
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17 • 7 P.M.

LEGION AUXILIARY HALL
GUEST SPEAKER 
DELLA HEAMAN:

 - Memories of Teaching at Boyne School 
 

 www.dufferinhistoricalmuseum.com

EVERYONE 
WELCOME 
LIGHT FOOD 
AND DRINK 
AVAILABLE

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Contact Irv: 204-981-2831
Send résumé: office@

narrowssunsetlodge.com

FULL-TIME  MANAGER
Narrows Sunset Lodge is seeking a hands-on leader to 
oversee daily operations, staff, and guest experience. 

What we offer: above-average wage and living quarters if required.

If you’re organized, people-focused, and 
love lake life, I want to hear from you.

Pursuant to Section 194 of The Municipal Act, notice is given that the 
Consolidated Financial Statements for the year ended December 31, 
2024, for the Rural Municipality of Thompson are available for in-
spection by any person and that a copy thereof or extracts therefrom 
may be made at your own expense,
during the regular office hours of the Rural Municipality of Thomp-
son office at 530 Norton Avenue, Miami or on our website at www.
rmofthompson.com. 
Dated at the Rural Municipality of Thompson this 31st day of Octo-
ber 2025.
Melissa Brunel
Chief Administrative Officer
Rural Municipality of Thompson

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF THOMPSON
PUBLIC NOTICE REGARDING 

THE AUDITOR’S REPORT

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from joint or arthritic pain? If so, you owe it to yourself to 
try elk velvet antler capsules. Hundreds have found relief. Benefi ts humans 
and pets. EVA is composed of proteins, amino acids, minerals, lipids and 
water. Key compounds that work to stimulate red blood cell production & 
cartilage cell regeneration & development. Stonewood Elk Ranch Ltd., 204-
467-8884 or e-mail stonewoodelkranch@gmail.com

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.
––––––––––––––––––––
HAVE AN ONLINE 
STORE AND WANT TO 
PROMOTE IT? NEED 
CLASS 1 DRIVERS OR 
SEASONAL STAFF? 
SELLING SEEDS OR 
LAND? HAVING AN 
EVENT? Let us help 
you book a blanket 
classifi ed ad! Adver-
tise! You will be seen 
in the MCNA Mem-
ber Newspapers, in 
over 368,000+ homes 
in Manitoba. Please 
call 204-467-5836 or 
MCNA at 204-947-
1691 for more details 
or to book ads. Take 
advantage of our 
great pricing! MCNA - 
Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Associa-
tion. www.mcna.com 

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Private mortgage lender. All real estate types considered. No credit checks 
done. Deal direct with lender and get quick approval. (403) 543-0927 www.
fi rstandsecondmortgages.ca

SHOP LOCAL
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Sealed bids for the purchase of the following parcels of 
land, located in the RM of Norfolk Treherne, Manitoba,
will be received up to 5:00 pm on November 28, 2025

at the offices of Junior Thevenot
Box 306 Somerset, MB R0G 2L0

Re: RM Norfolk Treherne
juniorthevenot@royallepage.ca

Please confirm receipt if sent by mail
 Parcel Number Legal Description Acres
 1                        DESC NW 24-8-8W        157.55
     2                        DESC SW 24-8-8W 78.78 
The following will apply to all tenders:
Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and 
knowledge of the property or for additional information 
contact listing agent Junior Thevenot at 204-825-8378.
 o Interested parties can offer on any or all parcels.
 o  The highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.
 o  Purchaser will be responsible for real property taxes 

commencing January 1, 2026. 
All offers are to be submitted in sealed envelopes 
accompanied by a certified cheque or bank draft 
payable to “Royal LePage Riverbend Realty in Trust” 
of $10,000 per parcel. Successful bidder will be notified 
by December 8, 2025. Cheques will be returned in 
respect to tenders that are not accepted by December 
8, 2025 or sooner. 
Successful bidders will be asked to enter into a formal 
Purchase agreement.  The purchaser(s) shall be 
responsible for payment of GST or shall self-assess for GST. 
Buyers should clearly state their order of preference of 
tender parcels. Tenders will be held in confidence and 
not be released to the public. 
Any questions regarding these parcels or this tender 
can be directed to: Junior Thevenot
REALTOR at 204-825-8378 (cell)
juniorthevenot@royallepage.ca

FARMLAND FOR SALE BY TENDER

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 204-467-5836 news@carmanstandard.ca

25111WW1

BRIDAL SHOWER

Come and Go Bridal Shower
for Jenna Bruce

Bride-elect of Chad Orchard
on November 15, 2025

from 2-4 p.m.
at

Miami Active Living Centre
Registered at

myregistry.com and Evensong

> GAME
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Classifi ed booking deadline is Monday Classifi ed booking deadline is Monday 
at 4 p.m. prior to Thursday’s publication at 4 p.m. prior to Thursday’s publication 

Please Call 204-467-5836Please Call 204-467-5836

ADVERTISE YOUR 
ITEMS FOR SALE IN 

THE STANDARD
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Book Your Classifi ed Ad 

Today - Call 467-5836 

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Maria Janzen
Maria Janzen was born on May 1, 1942 in Morden, MB, to John 

and Elizabeth Janzen, the eighth of 12 children. She passed away 
on November 1, 2025 at the Boyne Lodge in Carman, MB.

Mari is survived by her husband, John Friesen, and her two 
daughters, Joanne Zoppa (Ken) and Erin Stanhope (Trevor). Her 
grandchildren, Nicholas Zoppa (Kaitlyn), Lauren Zoppa, and 
Julianne Anseeuw (Zachary), also survive her. Additionally, she is 
survived by her sister, Anne Sawatzky (Vic), and brothers, Leonard 
Janzen and Menno Janzen (Linda), along with many brothers and 
sisters-in-law, nieces, and nephews.

Mari was predeceased by her parents, John and Elizabeth, 
and her siblings, Katherine Giesbrecht (John), Elizabeth Froese 
(George), John Janzen, Henry Janzen (Della), an infant sister, Ben 
Janzen, Peter Janzen, and Helena Epp.

Mari had many fond memories of growing up in a large family, fi rst in Morden and then in 
Graysville. Her father, a farmer and pastor, and her mother, a homemaker, instilled in her and 
her siblings the values of hard work, family, fun, and faith in God. Mari often recounted stories 
of milking cows, working in the garden, and cleaning up, while her older sisters did the cooking.

She attended schools in Morden and Graysville, completing her Grade 12 at MCI. With her 
graduation certifi cate in hand, Mari moved to the city for three years of nursing school at Grace 
General Hospital, alongside her older sister Elizabeth. She graduated with her RN in 1963, and 
her fi rst job was in Crystal City. Mari’s nursing career included positions at Carman Hospital, a 
Public Health nurse, Director of Nursing at Boyne Lodge, and fi nally as the Carman Home Care 
Coordinator and direct service care provider after retirement.

Mari and John married on June 11, 1965 and lived north of Elm Creek until 1967, when they 
purchased a farmyard west of the Elm Creek Cemetery, where they remained until 2005. Upon 
retiring from the acreage, they moved to Starbuck, MB, where John still resides. Mari spent a 
few months at the Pilot Mound Care Home in 2023 before spending the remainder of her days at 
the Boyne Lodge in Carman.

The family cherished many years together, working on the yard and tending to various animals, 
with horses holding a special place in their hearts.

The family would like to extend their gratitude to the staff  at the Pilot Mound Care Home and 
Boyne Lodge for the excellent care and kindness Mari received.

In lieu of fl owers, donations can be made to the Boyne Lodge Campus Charity.
Funeral Service will be held on Saturday, November 8, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. at Crossway Elm 

Creek. Private family interment will take place at the Elm Creek Cemetery.
Doyle’s Funeral Home

in care of the arrangements
www.doylesfuneralhome.ca

Minnie Margaret Lucilda Woods (nee Brown)
At Misericordia Health Centre on Saturday, October 25, 2025, 

Minnie Margaret Lucilda Woods (nee Brown) passed away at the 
age of 90 years.

Minnie will be lovingly remembered and sadly missed by her sons 
Bradley (Judy) and Daryl (Stacie), her grandchildren Jeremy, Emily 
and Mitchell and Mitchell’s Mom, Robyn. She is also remembered 
by her brother-in-law Donnie Woods (Helen) and by her nieces and 
nephews.

Minnie was predeceased by her husband, Garth in 2023, her 
parents Henry and Pearl Brown, brother John (Kathleen), Garth’s 
parents Dave and Hazel Woods and sister-in-law Ruth (Peter) 
Harris.

Minnie was born on January 13, 1935 and raised on the family 
farm in the Stephenfi eld district. At the age of 17 Minnie moved to 

Elm Creek where she worked at Eddy’s Café and Grocery and where she would meet her future 
husband, Garth. She later moved to Winnipeg and in 1958 Minnie and Garth were married and 
began life together in the city. In 1965 they purchased their home on Cavalier Drive, raising their 
two sons, making many neighbourhood friends, and where Minnie would live for 59 years.

During her early years in Winnipeg, Minnie worked at Dominion Insurance. She became a full-
time home maker with the arrival of Bradley in 1964 and in 1971 Daryl would complete the family. 
As the boys grew older, Minnie re-entered the workforce at CRA’s Taxation Data Centre retiring a 
few years after Garth’s retirement in 1989. In 2024 Minnie moved to Sturgeon Creek II Retirement 
Residence. 

Family and friends were core to happiness in Minnie’s life. For her, there was nothing better 
than time spent together. She loved organizing and hosting holiday celebrations, birthdays, 
anniversaries, family dinners and just general get-togethers – whether large or small. Over the 
years, Minnie also enjoyed trips with Garth to eastern Canada, Palm Springs and the western 
Prairies as well as bus trips to casinos with her long-time friend Joan McCrea.

But at the top of Minnie’s list were her grandchildren. Bake days with Emily, attending Mitchell’s 
sporting events and visits with Jeremy were all highly treasured times. She was unabashedly 
proud of them, and no one ever went home without some of Grandma’s baking.

Funeral service will be held on Wednesday, November 5, 2025 at 2 p.m. at Crossway Church, 
146 Poplar Ave., Elm Creek, MB.

In lieu of fl owers, donations may be made to the Heart and Stroke Foundation.
Doyle’s Funeral Home

in care of arrangements
www.doylesfuneralhome.ca

Your memory will live forever Engraved within our hearts

PRAIRIE ROSE SCHOOL DIVISION
Operational 2026-2027 

Budget Community Consultation 
Each year, Prairie Rose School Division’s (PRSD) Board of Trustees consults 
with parents/guardians and community stakeholders of PRSD as they develop 
the annual Operational Budget for the following school year. This year, PRSD is 
hosting an in-person/virtual General Community 2026-2027 Operational Bud-
get Consultation at St. Laurent School on November 19, 2025, at 7:00 p.m.
If you are interested in joining the conversation on what should be the Board’s 
focus in the 2026-2027 Operational Budget, please register online by visiting our 
website at www.prsdmb.ca or contact us by email at prsd@g.prsdmb.ca. A vir-
tual meeting link will be sent via email to those who pre-register. The questions 
will be posted online prior to the consultation date. 
The suggestions and recommendations shared with the Board each year by our 
parents/guardians and community stakeholders are greatly appreciated. We 
look forward to hearing your voices on November 19th.
   
   Box 1510, 45 Main St. S. Carman, MB, R0G 0J0
   www.prsdmb.ca   prsd@g.prsdmb.ca
   Ph: 204-745-2003 Fx: 204-745-3699

Cornerstone Christian Care Society
thanks the following businesses and individuals for their support 
with our annual golf Tournament. Thanks also to all participants 

and everyone who donated items for our online auction.

Thank You

Autoready Collision Centre 
Barkinglot Dog Boarding
Beukema Pneumatics
Bocket & Blossom Co.
Bo-Russ Contracting Ltd
Carman Florista
Carman Ford
CDN Dock Shoxs
Clear Cut Carpentry 
Combcroft
CV Foundations 
Dewitt Bros. Foundations 
Dicks Heating 
Dlux Cabinetry 
Doyle’s Funeral Home 
Dufferin Market Gardens 
Earl and Marilyn Vanassen 
Ed’s Tire 
Eileen’s Creations 
Elevation Construction 
Farmers Depot
FC Woodworks 
Gautier Painting 
Greenland Equipment Ltd. 
Halarda Farms
Hitech Seals
Home Hardware Carman
Hometown Carwash Inc. 
Ideal Floors
Iron Horse Performance
Kings Park Towing 
Klos Realty- Tamara Bell 
Knockabouts
Koster Farms
Kroeker Farms 
L and J Acres
LCL Construction 

Lee and Lee Law Office
Legacy Letters
Lightning Quick Printers 
Mackenzie Photography 
Milkhouse Workshop 
MMJS Law Offices 
Mustang Construction Inc. 
Newman Hand Insurance 
On Point Property Management 
Peeks Safety 
PEG Construction 
Premier Printing
Quiet Mile Flower Co. 
Richard Mackenzie Insurance 
Richardson Pioneer 
Royal Lepage- Kelly Dyck
SC Building Systems 
Schriemer Family Farm
Seahawk
Skylon
Southern Comfort Mechanical 
SS Plumbing and Heating 
Steendam Builders 
Streamline Dairy
The Prices Rite
Thornwood
Toews Printing 
Two Trucks Septic
Vanderveen Commodities 
Vanderveen Greenhouse 
Vanderveen’s Construction 
VCS Contracting 
Visscher Automotive 
Walinga
Winvest Financial 
XL Drilling 



> MEAL IDEASL IDEAS> M

Sesame-Roasted 
Grapes in Crispy 
Won Ton Cups

Sheet Pan Roasted Grapes 
and Sweet Potatoes

Roasted 
Cauliflower with 
Grape Gremolata

Servings: 24 (1 cup each)
24 square won ton wrappers, at room 

temperature
olive oil cooking spray
2 tablespoons sesame oil
1 tablespoon honey
1 tablespoon soy sauce
1 tablespoon rice vinegar (unsea-

soned)
1/4 teaspoon ground ginger
3 cups red Grapes from California
sesame seeds
snipped fresh cilantro, for garnish
Heat oven to 350 F. Spray won ton 

wrappers on both sides with olive oil 

Servings: 6
3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
3 tablespoons balsamic vinegar
3/4 teaspoon sea salt
3 cups red Grapes from California
1 pound orange sweet potatoes, 

peeled and cut into 1/4-inch slices

Servings: 6
Grape Gremolata:

from California
2 tablespoons minced Italian parsley
1 clove garlic, minced
1 large lemon, zest only
1 pinch sea salt

2 tablespoons olive oil
1/2 teaspoon sea salt
freshly ground pepper, to taste

gently pressing into bottom to form 

lightly browned; let cool.
Increase oven temperature to 425 F 

and line small baking sheet with foil. 
In medium bowl, stir sesame oil, hon-
ey, soy sauce, vinegar and ginger. Add 
grapes and toss well to coat.

Spread mixture in single layer on 
baking sheet and roast 30 minutes, 
or until grapes are cooked but still 
holding shape, stirring occasionally. 
Let cool then spoon a few grapes into 
each won ton cup, adding any leftover 
juices. Garnish with sesame seeds and 
cilantro.

3/4 cup thinly sliced onion
freshly ground pepper, to taste
snipped fresh basil
Heat oven to 425 F. In large bowl, 

combine oil, vinegar, salt, grapes, 
sweet potatoes and onion, tossing well 
to coat. Place on large baking sheet and 
spread in single layer.

tender, stirring halfway through cook-
ing. Sprinkle with freshly ground pep-
per, to taste, and fresh basil.

To make grape gremolata: In medium 
mixing bowl, stir grapes, parsley, gar-
lic, lemon zest and salt. Cover and re-
frigerate until ready to serve, up to 1 
day ahead.

oven to 450 F and line baking sheet 
with foil. Discard leaves and stems 

drizzle with olive oil. Sprinkle with 
salt and pepper, to taste, and toss well 
to coat.  Transfer to prepared baking 
sheet and spread in single layer.

Roast 15 minutes. Stir well and roast 
15 minutes, or until golden brown on 
edges. Serve warm with grape gremo-
lata.

Zucchini Spice 
Bundt Cake

Recipe courtesy of “Cookin’ Savvy”
1 box spice cake mix
2 cups grated zucchini
1/3 cup melted butter
3 eggs
1 cup chopped walnuts, divided
1 cup chopped white chocolate chips, 

divided
1 cup powdered sugar
milk

Heat oven to 350 F.
In bowl, mix cake mix, zucchini, but-

ter, eggs, 3/4 cup walnuts and 3/4 
cup white chocolate chips. Pour into 
greased bundt pan and bake 40 min-
utes, or until toothpick inserted in cen-
ter comes out clean.

Let cool about 10 minutes then re-

Mix powdered sugar and milk, about 
1/4 cup, to reach desired consistency 
of frosting. Pour over cooled cake then 
sprinkle with remaining walnuts and 
remaining white chocolate chips. Cut 
and serve.

Dear Money Lady Readers:  
I want to talk about something 

I hear from readers all the time.  
Many Canadians want to feel more 
“in control” as they age.  Many want 
to be more prepared and knowl-

health, and lifestyle changes that 
come with getting older.  I don’t 
think we talk enough about how em-
powering knowledge can be in later 
life.  When we’re equipped with the 
right information, we not only pro-
tect ourselves, but we also thrive 
as we age.  We stop being afraid of 
change and start meeting it head-on, 
because now we have the tools to do 
so.  Ultimately, there’s no rulebook 
for getting older.  Some people ease 
into retirement.  Others are pushed 
into it before they’re ready.  While 
many others spend decades dream-
ing about it, only to arrive and think 
— now what?  That’s where continu-
ing to stay active and broadening 
our minds becomes so important.   

That belief is the foundation of 
the Vibrant Living Speaker Series, 
a brand new initiative I’m proud to 

Over the last few months, we’ve 
been working on the pilot program 
with a number of wonderful orga-
nizations and community centres 
across Ontario to build an event 

for older adults, bringing together 
expert advice, practical knowledge, 
and a good dose of inspiration. The 

-
nancial literacy, health and wellness, 
and social wellbeing.  Why these 

a strong and vibrant life.  We need to 

take care of our bodies and minds.  
And we need connection, joy, and 
purpose.  These aren’t just “nice to 
haves”—  they’re essentials.  They’re 

-
dence, security and dignity.

Through the Vibrant Living Series, 
we bring in professionals and spe-

cialists to speak on topics that 

matter.  You’ll hear about how to 
-

age chronic health conditions, how to 
stay socially active in your commu-
nity, and even how to plan for long-
term care in retirement.  Of course, 

and sharing what I’ve learned from 
helping Canadians navigate their 

more than just a presentation series, 
this is a chance to gather; which is 
also an essential component of social 
wellbeing, and it will allow you to 

it can be. 
If you’ve been reading my column 

for a while, you know I’ve always 
been a big believer in practical ad-

and that’s exactly what vibrant liv-
ing is all about.  I hope to see you at 
one of our upcoming events.  If you 
can’t attend in person, don’t worry, 
I’ll be bringing you the highlights 
and lessons from the series right 
here to the pages of your newspaper, 
because everyone deserves the tools 
to live well—at every age.

Money Lady
Written by Christine Ibbotson, Author, 

Finance Writer and Syndicated Money 
Coach on BNN Bloomberg.  Christine 
is also part of the everyday lineup on 
CTV Your Morning in every province.  
No AI.  Follow Christine on Instagram 
@askthemoneylady, or on Facebook 
(Christine Ibbotson) AND JOIN ME 
AT OUR VIBRANT LIVING SPEAK-
ERS EVENTS !!

Ask the Money Lady
28   The Carman-Duff erin Standard   Thursday, November 6, 2025


	Carman Standard 110625 pg01
	Carman Standard 110625 pg02
	Carman Standard 110625 pg03
	Carman Standard 110625 pg04
	Carman Standard 110625 pg05
	Carman Standard 110625 pg06
	Carman Standard 110625 pg07
	Carman Standard 110625 pg08
	Carman Standard 110625 pg09
	Carman Standard 110625 pg10
	Carman Standard 110625 pg11
	Carman Standard 110625 pg12
	Carman Standard 110625 pg13
	Carman Standard 110625 pg14-15
	Carman Standard 110625 pg16
	Carman Standard 110625 pg17
	Carman Standard 110625 pg18
	Carman Standard 110625 pg19
	Carman Standard 110625 pg20
	Carman Standard 110625 pg21
	Carman Standard 110625 pg22
	Carman Standard 110625 pg23
	Carman Standard 110625 pg24
	Carman Standard 110625 pg25
	Carman Standard 110625 pg26
	Carman Standard 110625 pg27
	Carman Standard 110625 pg28

